
c f r a . o r g    |    i n f o @ c f r a . o r g   |   4 0 2 . 6 8 7 . 2 1 0 0

While access to electricity is essential for homes and businesses across the U.S., the cost of service can pose 
a burden to customers. One key strategy to limit this burden is to implement efficiency measures that can cut 
costs by reducing energy consumption.
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Energy efficiency offers savings for Nebraskans
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Energy costs have an outsized impact  
on rural ratepayers

On average, a U.S. household spends 
$1,411.80 for electricity annually.1

Energy efficiency can assist low-income  
consumers in reducing their energy burden, 
which is the total percentage of their income 
spent on electricity.

The national average energy burden for a  
rural household is 4.4 percent compared  
to 3.1 percent in urban areas.2

Low-income families in rural areas  
experience one of the most significant  
energy burdens at 9 percent.

The average burden for rural elderly  
residents is typically 44 percent higher 
than the non-elderly.3

Nebraska ranks 43rd among states in energy 
efficiency policy at the state or local level.4

Investments in energy efficiency support 
economic opportunity

Energy efficiency allows for rural residents to  
decrease their energy use and burden while  
simultaneously supporting local economies.  
Energy audits and many energy efficiency  
improvements to homes and businesses can  
be made by local professionals.

Increased demand for efficiency upgrades to 
buildings and improvements to technology 
have driven job growth in the energy efficiency 
sector.5

The sector experienced 3.4 percent job 
growth over 2018—adding 76,000 jobs  
and bringing the total to 2,324,866 jobs.

This rapid growth accounted for the most 
new jobs of any energy sector.

Expected growth by the end of 2019 was 
7.8 percent.6

Energy efficiency jobs are not limited to urban 
areas, as more than 1 million jobs related to 
energy efficiency are located outside of the top 
50 metropolitan areas in the U.S.

308,375 jobs related to energy efficiency 
were located in counties with populations 
under 100,000.

317,890 rural Americans worked in careers 
related to energy efficiency in 2019.7

Nebraska currently has 13,533 jobs related  
to energy efficiency, with 508 jobs related to 
energy efficiency added by 2019.8
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Strong policies can assist in improving energy efficiency

While many families and businesses may benefit from implementing energy efficiency improvements, the 
cost of investment presents its own burden. Leadership from state and local governments as well as utilities 
through sound policies can provide consumers with additional opportunities to become more energy efficient.

Dollar and Energy Saving Loans

The Nebraska Department of Environment and Energy (NDEE) maintains the Dollar and  
Energy Saving Loans Program, which can be used for a wide variety of energy efficiency  
improvements as well as renewable energy projects.

Applications are submitted to local lenders in Nebraska and NDEE to ensure they are in  
compliance with efficiency standards for the program.

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE)

In 2015, Nebraska passed legislation enabling PACE financing in the state.

PACE allows for property owners to finance energy efficiency and clean energy projects 
through an assessment on their property taxes. This allows property owners to pay back  
the costs of projects over time, limiting the upfront investment while also reducing energy 
costs for consumers. 

One advantage of PACE financing is that it is attached to the property subject to energy 
efficiency improvements rather than to an individual. This means regardless of ownership, 
these investments ensure long-term efficiency improvements and savings.
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