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RUTH FOCUSES ON SOIL HEALTH, GROWS FOOD

BY LIZ DAEHNKE, COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT

or more than two decades,

Ruth Chantry has been

gaining farming experience,

and she’s not planning to

stop any time soon.

Ruth and her husband,

Evrett Lunquist, run Common
Good Farm, located outside Ray-
mond, Nebraska. Their farm is
certified organic and certified bio-
dynamic, which means they meet
organic agriculture standards, and
also look at the farm as a whole
organism.

“Much of what we do on the
farm is focused on soil health and
increasing organic matter through
compost amendments,” said Ruth.
“Our work toward conservation
includes the whole farm, not just
one field.”

When Ruth and her husband
were trying to purchase land,
more than 20 years ago, they
found it to be a difficult process
to find land they could afford. To
make it happen, they worked with
a private individual and made use
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Ruth Chantry and her husband, Evrett Lunquist, run Common Good Farm, near Raymond,
Nebraska. They have spent 22 growing seasons developing their highly-diversified farming
operation. | Photo by Cody Smith

of Ag Nebraska Investment Finan-
cial Authority (NIFA) which offered
a reduced interest opportunity

to Ruth and her husband while
allowing tax benefits to the private
lender.

Since then, the couple has put

their hearts, souls, and energy

into keeping Common Good Farm
running in a conservation-friendly
manner.

Originally from Omaha, Nebras-
ka, Ruth grew up gardening and
canning. Her husband, who grew

—SEE RUTH ON PAGE 3

ABUSE OF AGRICULTURAL
TRADE AID GOSTS TAXPAYERS

BY CORA FOX, CORAF@CFRA.ORG

or many years, the Center
for Rural Affairs has advo-
cated for support of com-
mon-sense and effective pol-
icy reform to close loopholes
in the farm safety net and
curtail further abuse of taxpayer
dollars. In preparation for a farm
bill, I shed light on tiresome abuse
of farm program payments and the

implications of poor policies that
support this abuse.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the only
example of exploitation of loop-
holes and abuse of taxpayer dol-
lars by some farming operations.
Payments from the Market Facil-
itation Program, administered by
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s

—SEE TRADE AID ON PAGE 4
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

ince its inception, the Cen-

ter for Rural Affairs has

chosen to advance a set

of values that reflect the

best of rural America. This

month’s newsletter focuses
on “Widespread OWNERSHIP and
CONTROL of small businesses,
farms, and ranches by those who
work them.”

In this edition, you will read
about Ruth Chantry who has co-
run a certified organic farm for 22
growing seasons, demonstrating
hard work on land she owns.

Our staff took a deep dive into
Nebraska’s food system, conclud-
ing $4.4 billion is spent annually
on food, with only 10 percent
expended on products grown
and processed in the state, prov-

ing closer control is needed to
strengthen our local economy.

We also demonstrate the need
for control over our own climate
and how to get there with car-
bon-free energy and bioenergy.

We hear more about widespread
ownership in a piece about effec-
tive policy reform to close loop-
holes in a new program providing
short-term relief to producers. It
needs to benefit America’s true
beginning and small family farm-
ers instead of a few large farming
operations.

In our executive director’s
essay, he emphasizes the impor-
tance of small businesses. We
believe the ability to own and
build your own business should
be widely available—including to

those who do not inherit a busi-
ness or have access to traditional
capital sources.

Lastly, you will meet Nick
Bergin, our new development
director, who is looking forward to
meeting all of you as he spreads
the news of our organization’s
values.

For more, visit cfra.org or follow
us on social media.

CONGRESS INVESTS IN RURAL BUSINESS

BY CORA FOX, CORAF@CFRA.ORG

cross rural America,

small businesses are

the heart of main street.

From local coffee shops

to the hardware store,

these businesses employ
local residents, provide important
services to the community, and
serve as anchors for their local
economies. With the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2019 passed
on Feb. 15, Congress has made
an investment in rural small en-
trepreneurs nationwide.

The Rural Microentrepreneur
Assistance Program is a federal
program that provides grants to
organizations so they can provide

lending and technical assistance
to rural small businesses. This
program fills a gap where other-
wise rural entrepreneurs often
struggle to access these crucial
services and capital.

After the final 2018 farm bill
was passed in December, the
Rural Microentrepreneur Assis-
tance Program was given authori-
ty to operate, but was left without
mandatory federal funding. With-
out mandatory funding, the future
of this program hinged upon
discretionary funding from con-
gressional appropriators, which
requires renewal each fiscal year.

After months of dialogue
between members of Congress,
rural small business owners, and
others, appropriators and appro-
priations committee staff in the
U.S. House and Senate included
$3 million in discretionary fund-
ing for the Rural Microentrepre-
neur Assistance Program in the
final spending deal for this year.
This is a win for rural America
and the small business owners
who invest in their communities
every day.

With this funding, Congress
has shown that rural small busi-
nesses and the communities they
serve are worth the investment.
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At Common Good Farm, owners Ruth Chantry and Evrett Lunquist believe livestock is important on a sustainable, biodynamic farm, and
every intricate part of the farm works to support another. They grow 45 kinds of vegetables and herbs, as well as raise a few hogs, 900
laying hens, and have small herd of cattle to produce grass fed beef. | Photos by Cody Smith

RUTH. conTinuep From PAGE 1

up in Minnesota, has a degree in
sustainable food and agricultural
systems, and had some experience
working on Community-Support-
ed Agriculture (CSA) and market
farms.

Together, they developed an
interest in growing food for people.
The couple started out on a com-
munity farm in Wisconsin where
a steep learning curve equipped
them with the tools and knowledge
needed to start their own farm. To
spread the word about CSA and
biodynamics, Ruth and her hus-
band decided to move to Ruth’s
home—Nebraska—to give it a try.

Twenty-two growing seasons
later, Ruth and her husband have
a highly diversified farming opera-
tion. At Common Good Farm, they
own 20 acres of land where they
grow 45 kinds of vegetables and
herbs, as well as raise a few hogs,
900 laying hens, and have a small
herd of cattle to produce grass fed
beef.

For the couple, it all comes back
to conservation.

“Soil health and conservation
are important for the health of
the plants and animals we grow

"SOIL HEALTH AND CONSERVATION ARE IMPORTANT FOR
THE HEALTH OF THE PLANTS AND ANIMALS WE GROW
AND RAISE, AS WELL AS THE TASTE AND QUALITY OF THE

PRODUCTS WE SELL.

and raise, as well as the taste and
quality of the products we sell,”
said Ruth. “We almost have a
closed-loop system on our farm,
meaning that we attempt to recycle
all nutrients and organic matter
back to the soil in a sustainable
manner.”

Ruth and her husband believe
that livestock is important on a
sustainable, biodynamic farm, and
every intricate part of the farm
works to support another—the
introduction of hogs to their farm
addressed a growing bindweed
problem; manure from livestock
enriches the soil; and field scraps
feed the animals they raise.

On Common Good Farm, they
also incorporate the use of rota-
tional grazing for cattle and hogs,
cover crops, buffer strips, tree
planting, wildlife habitat, and
managing soil erosion.

In addition, the couple has used

-RUTH CHANTRY

USDA Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) conser-
vation programs including the high
tunnel cost share and a separate
organic EQIP program focusing

on rotational grazing, cover crop,
nutrient, pest management, and
EQIP Drought Assistance Funding
in 2012 for reseeding pastures.

Today, Ruth and her husband
present classes and host farm
tours for beginning farmers to
help those who were once in their
shoes. She says learning how to
apply all these practices takes time
and hard work, and sometimes
you need to ask for help.

“Starting out, if you can go work
somewhere to gain some experi-
ence—do so,” she said. “Learning
how other farmers do things is
important. Farming can be de-
manding—day and night, but it is
worth it.”
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TRADE AID, contivuep FRom PAGE |

(USDA) Farm Service Agency, are
also being misused.

In 2018, President Trump
pledged $12 billion through US-
DA’s Commodity Credit Corpo-
ration to provide direct aid to
corn, cotton, dairy, hog, sorghum,
soybean, and wheat producers.
Through the Market Facilitation
Program, USDA has administered
this direct aid to provide short-
term relief to producers who are
feeling the effects of ongoing trade

disputes with foreign governments.

To participate in the Market
Facilitation Program, applicants
must have ownership in the com-
modity; be actively engaged in
farming; have an adjusted gross
income of less than $900,000 for
2014, 2015, and 2016; and com-
ply with USDA’s Highly Erodible
Land and Wetland Conservation
regulations. Additionally, Market
Facilitation Program payments are
capped per person or legal entity
at a combined $125,000 for quali-
fying commodities.

These requirements are not
unlike those for other farm pro-
grams. Yet, a recent report from
the Environmental Working Group
highlights two major flaws in the
way Market Facilitation Program
payments are divvied up:

1. Some farming operations
are receiving excessive payments
because they are able to take ad-
vantage of loopholes, like having
numerous absentee managers or
family members claim “active per-
sonal management.”

2. Some of these payments are
going to individuals who do not
live or work on the farm.

According to the report, 85 Mar-
ket Facilitation Program payment
recipients received more than
the cap of $125,000. One legal
entity received nearly $440,000
in Market Facilitation Program
money. Likely, USDA made more
payments of this size that we
don’t know about: the information
shared covers only $356 million in

A recent report highlights major flaws in an aid program to provide short-term relief to pro-
ducers who are feeling the effects of ongoing trade disputes. | Photo by Cody Smith

direct aid to farmers, nearly $840
million has been paid out in the
first round of relief.

The problem is there is no cap
on the number of payments that
can go to one farming operation,
which makes the $125,000 cap
on a single Market Facilitation
Program payment meaningless.
Since Market Facilitation Program
payment limitations are not tied to
commodity subsidies, crop insur-
ance subsidies, and other forms of
federal assistance, some farming
operations are harvesting hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars from
taxpayers’ wallets.

How is this happening? A few
of the largest farming operations
are claiming several individuals
and/or legal entities are actively
engaged, and current policy makes
it difficult for USDA to determine
whether or not their contribution
is significant enough to qualify.
This allows for numerous “man-
agers” and/or family members to
stake claims for payments, even
when they may have never stepped
foot on the farm.

While this information brings
awareness to the gross abuse of
taxpayer dollars in the Market
Facilitation Program, it’s just the
beginning. In light of the newly
released farm bill, it’s apparent
Congress is fine with expanding
loopholes for crop subsidies, un-
dermining already weakened pol-
icies that have been on the books
for years. Distant relatives, includ-

ing nieces, nephews and cousins,
are now eligible to qualify for sub-
sidy payments under the umbrella
of exemption: farming operations
comprised solely of family mem-
bers are exempt from active per-
sonal management restrictions.

These policies for both farm pro-
grams and the Market Facilitation
Program are a heavy burden on
the shoulders of American taxpay-
ers. The pre-existing and recently
expanded exemption from active
personal management for family
members is a loophole that drives
large, corporate farms to reorga-
nize as “family” farms to reap max-
imum benefits from government
programs. And, without a strong
actively engaged rule, large sums
of taxpayer dollars will continue
to line pockets of individuals who
aren’t spending time in the field or
on the farm.

Policies are worthless if they
aren’t enforceable. A farm safety
net riddled with loopholes allows
for a few large farming operations
to greatly benefit, while America’s
true beginning and small family
farmers struggle to make ends
meet. The lack of oversight, ac-
countability, and enforceability in
these policies—intended to help
farmers stay afloat when times are
tough—hurts the vast majority of
producers in the long run.

Congress’ poor policies are driv-
ing farm consolidation and hurting
our rural communities. The time
for change is now.
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In a recent report, the Center for Rural Affairs found 1,300 Nebraska farms sell directly to consumers with sales of $5.9 million, contribut-
ing 0.04 percent of the farm product sales in the state. Here, food is grown for a local restaurant. | Photo by Kylie Kai

REPORT, RECOMMENDATIONS ARE STEPS IN
MAKING NEBRASKA MORE FOOD SECURE

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

ore than $4.4 billion is

spent annually on food

in Nebraska, with only

10 percent expended

on products grown and

processed in the state,
according to a report recently
released by the Center for Rural
Affairs and the Nebraska Food
Council.

“Biting Into Food Access: A
View of Nebraska’s Food System”
provides background research
describing the current food sys-
tem in the state, taking a look at
state-level and national-level data.

“When we spend food dollars
outside of the state, that weak-
ens our local economy and limits
local access points,” said Sandra
Renner, project associate with
the Center for Rural Affairs and
co-author of the report. “We rely
on other areas of the country, the
strength of their food systems and
local economies, and the availabil-
ity of their natural resources to
provide us with food. The idea that
we are feeding the world’ ignores

the unsustainability of our current
food system.”

The report examines demo-
graphics, food production and land
use, food consumption and access,
and food waste.

The final section of the report
zooms in on next steps for the
newly-formed Nebraska Food
Council. Members of the Ne-
braska Food Council reviewed the
research in this assessment and
created an initial list of research
topics, policy work, and areas of
focus they would like to pursue.

“We’re looking at how to better
feed our population and how to
shift toward creating opportunities
for more food production aimed
at human consumption,” Renner
said. “By addressing key issues in
food, farm, small business, and
community-level and institutional
policy, there is potential to identify
strengths, changes needed, and
gaps in the food system.”

Key findings of the report
include:

* Nebraska agriculture has be-

come more concentrated over time.

* Very little farmland in Nebras-
ka is used for fruit and vegetable
production so these items are
imported. The state lacks readily
accessible vegetable and fruit pro-
cessing locations.

* Nationally, the state is first in
beef and veal exports. Local com-
munities are not always able to
access Nebraska beef in local
stores.

e During the 2017 to 2018
school year, Nebraska Farm to
School reported $2.7 million in
total local food purchases. Prod-
ucts included melons, various
vegetables, chicken, and milk.

¢ 1,300 Nebraska farms sell
directly to consumers with sales
of $5.9 million, contributing 0.04
percent of the farm product sales
in the state.

For more information and to
view “Biting Into Food Access: A
View of Nebraska’s Food System,”
visit cfra.org/publications/
BitingIntoFoodAccess.
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A DIRE OPPORTUNITY: RURAL COMMUNITIES
IN THE FACE OF CLIMATE CHANGE

BY KATIE ROCK, KATIER@CFRA.ORG

limate change can be

difficult to fully wrap your

mind around. My fear

is that more people will

engage only after facing a

crisis themselves—losing a
home due to flooding, markets up-
ended by multi-year droughts, or
water shortages. We know warm-
ing trends can accelerate or decel-
erate depending on emissions and
policies. We do not know when we
will have crossed a threshold from
which we cannot return. Carbon
emissions increased in 2018 to
nearly twice the rate seen in 2017
after three years of little to no
increases.

This summer, two major reports
were released with serious out-
looks for our future in facing cli-
mate change. The Fourth National
Climate Assessment presented a
look at climate change facing the
U.S. and weather variability for
the next century. The Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change
released a deep dive on what it
would take to limit global warm-
ing to 1.5° C. The latter says we
can still limit warming if we make
drastic changes by 2030. That
means we have 11 years to tran-
sition to a carbon-free economy
or we will face significant conse-
quences.

So, how far behind are we,
and how much do these reports
change the conversation? In 2017,
James Hansen, a native lowan
and one of the top climatologists
in the world, published a report.
We have warmed the world
beyond 1° C and have enough
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere
to commit ourselves to at least
1.3° C. To stay at or below 1.5° C
would mean keeping atmospher-
ic carbon dioxide concentration

We believe soil health can play an even larger role than bioenergy in building a healthier
climate and retaining our agriculture productivity. Our rich soils can act as a carbon sink
by restoring soil health and topsoil. The pictured soil, in south central Kansas, is held
together with cover crop roots. Cover cropping is just one effort in the most recent farm bill
to expand work in this area. | Photo by Rhea Landholm

to 350 parts per million (ppm) or
lower. We crossed the threshold of
400 ppm in 2013.

The goal of the Paris Climate
Accord of 2015 was to commit
nations to pursue the common
goal of limiting warming to 2° C.
But, even the goal of 2° C would
mean sea level rises of 20 to 25
feet or higher, and a doubling of
the current warming we are living
in.

Our best path forward is to stay
focused on solutions. This means
a dramatic increase in carbon-free
energy such as wind and solar,
or what experts call decarboniza-
tion. More states, cities, and even
some utilities are stepping up
and setting timelines to become
100 percent powered by clean
energy. Another key element is
the need for negative emissions
through soil health, and, specif-
ically mentioned, bioenergy with
carbon capture and storage. A
major benefit of bioenergy is that
plants used for energy pull carbon
from the atmosphere before being
harvested. Negative emissions are

yielded by combining the plant’s
natural ability to retain carbon
with capturing and sequestering
carbon from manufacturing. Just
down the road from our office in
Nevada, Iowa, is a facility that
will soon be making natural gas
derived from plant cellulose in
corn stalks.

At the same climate summit
that resulted in the Paris Accord
in 2015, a new effort kicked off
focused on rebuilding agricultural
soils around the world. The “4 per
1000” Initiative is based on “An
annual growth rate of 0.4 percent
in the soil carbon stocks, or 4
percent per year, would halt the
increase in the CO2 concentration
in the atmosphere related to
human activities.”

We are engaging rural com-
munities on the challenges and
opportunities with climate change
and clean energy. While large cit-
ies across the country are taking
on their own climate initiatives,
rural communities can offer valu-
able insight and cannot be left out
of these conversations.
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ick Bergin is a big believer
in superheroes.

As a child, he lost him-
self in the fantasies written
of those possessing powers
beyond this world. Today,

he searches for new kinds of
superpowers—those found within
the hardworking people who live
in rural America.

Newly hired as development
director for the Center for Rural
Affairs, Nick is looking forward to
meeting more superheroes and
helping them discover and lever
their own powers. He says this role
hits close to home.

“There are lots of different kinds
of heroes out there,” he said. “They
can be anything from business
owners who take risks to create
jobs, to farmers and workers, like
my grandpa, who produce nutri-
tious food. Or, accountants, like
my dad, who make numbers sing,
and nurses, like my mom, who
tend to sick children.”

Nick’s duties as development
director include leading the Cen-
ter’s individual donor fundraising
activities and coordinating insti-
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Nick Bergin

tutional funding strategies across
the organization, among others.

He joins the Center team
well-prepared for the job.

“I spent 10 years as a newspa-
per reporter, then worked for 18
months as a marketing director,”
said Nick. “The passion for story-
telling and community that drew
me to those roles will be an asset
for communicating a consistent
and positive message in outreach,
grant writing, and donor cultiva-
tion as development director for
the Center.”

Nick believes in a team-oriented
approach to developing promotion-
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al strategies and achieving da-
ta-driven goals, and says the skills
he learned as a reporter will help
him in his new position, too.

“I've come to realize I have my
own superpowers, though they’re
less dramatic than shooting lasers
from my eyes,” he said. “I have
grit. I have work ethic. And, I'm
not afraid to ask tough questions.”

He’s enthusiastic about using
those superpowers to help better
rural America.

“Rural communities are diverse
places full of diverse people,” he
said. “Those people have their
own unique voices, dreams, and
challenges. I'm proud to be a part
of the Center’s ongoing work to
create strong and sustainable
communities.”

Nick and his wife live in the
small community of Bronson,
Iowa, where they’re raising their
two daughters. When he has spare
time, Nick enjoys watermelon seed
spitting contests, gardening, and
reading horror novels.

He can be reached at his office
in Lyons at nickb@cfra.org or
402.687.2100 ext. 1035.

ENTREPRENEURSHIP. contivuen From pace 8

Institute demonstrated that this
approach to business development
works. Through a combination of
business assistance and financing,
participants are able to increase
household income, reduce pover-
ty, and reduce reliance on public
benefit programs. The same study
found that with proper supports,
the working poor were able to use
small businesses to create jobs

for both themselves and others in
their community.

The Center’s small business
program serves rural Nebraska.
There are similar programs serving
most states and regions around
the country. To increase funding
for programs offering small busi-
ness services in rural areas, the
Center drafted and won the Rural
Microentrepreneur Assistance

Program in the 2008 farm bill, a
program that has supported simi-
lar work in over 40 states now.

Small entrepreneurship is one
of the most promising strategies
for creating genuine opportunity
in rural communities. Whether it
reaches its full potential depends
on whether communities embrace
it and whether public policy sup-
ports it.
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BY BRIAN DEPEW, BRIAND@CFRA.ORG

he Center for Rural Affairs

is a small business lender,

but we are different than a

bank. In the last year, we

made loans to support 126

small businesses in rural
Nebraska, investing a total of $2.4
million. For us, that is just the
start of our work.

We know that capital alone
cannot ensure success. Education,
training, and mentoring are essen-
tial to establishing any new busi-
ness. That is why our business
specialists work with business
owners on planning, projections,
and helping navigate the details
that come along with running a

00
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Thank you 2018 donors!
Inside: a list of our amazing donors

P

small business.

For example, we offer a class
called the Cleaning Academy
where participants learn skills
to develop cleaning based busi-
nesses. The course covers every-
thing from cleaning techniques to
contract and billing. Graduates
receive a certification they can use
in marketing their business. Grad-
uates report that the class helped
them formalize their business,
attract new clients, and increase
revenue.

We do this work because we
believe in the value of widespread
ownership. We believe that the
ability to own and build your own

FTS

CENTER for RURAL AFFAIRS

business should be widely avail-
able—including to those who

do not inherit a business or have
access to traditional capital
sources.

We know that strong small
businesses create jobs, help people
build assets, and are essential
for the long-term sustainability of
our small towns. Entrepreneurial
development also creates oppor-
tunities for young people in rural
areas.

It is a proven model. A longi-
tudinal study of similar organi-
zations conducted by the Aspen

—SEE ENTREPRENEURSHIP ON PAGE 7
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The Granary Foundation is the
Center’s endowment fund. Gifts
to the Granary are invested and
the income is used to support the
Center’s mission. Contact Nick
Bergin if you would like to discuss
making a gift to the Granary
Foundation now or in the future
through your estate plan or an
annuity.

$10,000 T0 $49,999

Cornelia & Jan Flora

$2,500 T0 $4,999

Don Ralston

$100T0 $249

Michelle Lee
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# WITH YOUR HELP, WE SAT DOWN WITH 75 POLICYMAKERS AMPLIFYING OUR VOICES LOCALLY, REGIONALLY, AND IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

SOME OF YOU JOINED US ON THESE VISITS TO WIN PUBLIC POLICY THAT ADDRESSES THE IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING RURAL AMERICA.
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Rebecca Gould*
Mark Gustafson &

Dianne Travers Gustafson
Natalie Hahn
Mark Halverson
Jennifer Hansen
Gary Heineman
Stephen Hilliard
Douglas Hillmer
Harmon Hoff & Eve Ann Shwartz
Deborah Jacobs
Cleo Kottwitz
Larry Kramer
David Kunzweiler
Donald & Gail Marti
Kevin McCarron
William & Rita McDonald
Phil Menke*
Harlan Meyer
Janece & Wayne Mollhoff*
Montana Farmers Union
Dan Morgan
Arland & Deloris Mozer
Mark Muller
Ann Nore*
Thomas & Debra Posey
Kimberly & Trevor Preston*
Lisa Pruitt
Eugene Rahn
Jordan & David Rasmussen*
Karen Rathje
Ruth Ann Schultz
Charles & Joan Shapiro
Richard Siemers
Richard & Diana Sloan
Kathie Starkweather*
Donna Steffen
Joe Stehlik
Paul & Mary Jo Swanson
Jonathan Teller-Elsberg*
T&M, Inc.
Janice & Richard Tiggelaar*
Karen & Jim Tikalsky
Ron & Lois Todd-Meyer
Ruth Tonachel
Katherine Townsend
Ann Van Hoff
Tom & Denesse Willey
Stan Yogi & David Carroll
Jane & Loren Yule

$100T0 $249

Jonathan Andelson
John & Susan Arens

Pam Baker

Sister Therese Bangert
Mark & Melanie Bannister
Jim & Carol Barr

Patrick Bauer

Penny Bausch*

Dena Beck & David Branham-Beck
Bernard Berger

Jeannette Bergt

Elizabeth Bird

Gene & Laura Bittner

Ross & Lorena Blount
Donna Bolz

Richard Breckenridge

Kate Brooke

Stacey Brown

Cheryl Burkhart-Kriesel
David Burr

Susannah Burrows*

Steve & Lynn Carnes*
Elizabeth Clark

Glynnis Collins

Sam Cordes & Trish Brown
David & Linda Cunningham
Linda Daniel

Joan Davidson

John Davidson & Cathy Beard
Carol Deardorff

Gordon & Jewell Deichmann
Esther & Ray Dell

Bill Deutsch

Paul Dicke

Krista Dittman

Wes & Louise Doerr
Laurie Donnell

Doris Fund

Margaret Dyson-Cobb*
Carroll Ebner

Milton Emry

Mark Epp & Cathy Wismer-Epp
David Ferneau

Lowell Fey

Merlin & Marcia Fick

Bob & DeAnne Finken
First Community Bank
Aaron Fischbach

Ellen & Al Fisher

Wyatt & Jeannie Fraas*
Kevin Fulton

Tom & Rebecca Furlong
George Gehant

Susan Gillies

Max Glenn

Giloria Goll

Mark Graff

Dan & Norma Green

Alan & Cathrine Guebert
Don Hagedorn

Patricia Halbur

Pauline Hansen

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

Phil Hardenburger

DeLynn & Esther Hay

Michael Henning

Jeff Herrick & Christine Laney

Dan Hodges

Stephen Hopkins

Glenda Humiston

Debbie Hunsberger

Kim Hunter & Scott Walters

Charles Isenhart

Elizabeth Ivers

Vern & Delores Jantzen

Claude Jensen

Ron Johnson

Troy & Susan Kash-Brown

Ron Kielkopf

Fred Kirschenmann &
Carolyn Raffensperger

Martin & Linda Kleinschmit

Richard & Rosalie Kleinschmidt

Jim & Carolyn Knopik

Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge

Steven Kreitman

Scott & Wendy Kubik

Pat Kubly

Barb Kudera

Edward & Bernadette Lange

Charles Langford*

G. Wade Leak & Jay Yost

Mark & Susan Liebig

Marvin Liewer

Larry & Joanna Lindberg

Anne Lippstreu

Charles & Hertha Lutz

Keith & Peggy Mahaney

Marj Manglitz

Charles Manlove

Massena Corporation

Fredric Martz

Robin Matthews

Mark & Susan McConnell

Liz McFarlane*

Vickie & Wayne McLane

Margot McMillen

David Meints

Melvin & Delores Meister

Robert & Suzanne Meyerson

John Miller

Mary Ellen Miller

Bill & Dana Milton

Sandy & Bob Moellenbeck

Francis & Maxine Moul

Delmar Mueller

Janie & Dan Mullanix

John & Pat Muntz

Tom Nekoliczak

Andrea Nelson

Dale & Sunny Nimrod

Elaine Nuessmeier

Renee O’Brien

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

‘ WITH YOUR HELP, WE EXCEEDED $19 MILLION IN SMALL BUSINESS LENDING IN THE HISTORY OF THE CENTER.
#  EACH LOAN WRITTEN REPRESENTS AN ENTREPRENEUR WORKING HARD TO CREATE OPPORTUNITY FOR THEIR FAMILY AND COMMUNITY.
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John & Joan Oeltjen

Paul Olson

Erica & Michael Parde
Darrel Parish

Gerald Paulson

Tom Paulson

David & Susan K. Pease
Don Peregrine

John Pesek

Gary Peterson*

David & Ginger Podoll

Bill Pratt

David & Gail Prestemon
Ron & Marilyn Prochaska
Gregory Putnam

Don & Barbara Reeves
Sandra Renner*

Stephen & Joanna Reno
Paul & Susan Rice

Tim Rinne & Kay Walter
Wally Rose

Bob & Matilda Rupp
Dawn Ryan

Russell Salisbury & Elsie Tuss
Darreld & Rhonda Saltzman
Bob & Connie Scharlau
Carol & Joe Schmieding
Ben Schole

Lucia Schulz*

Diane Seaver*

Lynette Seigley

Eugene & Kathleen Severens
Jim & Sara Shelton
Marvin Shirley

Charlotte Shivvers & Robert Baker
Ben Shomshor

Shari Sirkin

Connie & Bill Smith

Mary & Richard Smythe*
Veronica Spindola

Emma & George Steen
Bob & Lyda Steiert
Aubrey Streit Krug*

Ann Tashjian

Pat Tomlin

Janet Topolsky

Jeff Tracy

Alfred & Carol Turek

Joe & Anita Twitchell
UnitedHealth Group

Ingolf Vogeler

Thomas von Geldern

Ron & Nancy Vos

Michael & Barbara Wahler
Robert & Gudrun Warrick
Margaret & Leonard Weber
Joyce Wells

Larry & Rebecca Williams

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.
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Norma and Jerry Wilson
Wade Wilson

George Wolf

Richard Wynne

James & Eileen Zentner
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

$50 70599

Rick Adamski

Valerian Ahles

Mads & Chloe Andenas
Marti Anderson

Clinton & Cecilia Antholz
Jean Bailey

JoAnn Barker

Joseph Bartmann
Robert Bataille

Allan & Joan Benjamin
Cheryl Brown

Tony & Patty Brown

Lin Brummels

Bill Bryan

Dennis Burke

Janet Carlson

Jonah Carlson

Jerry & Karen Carolan
Robert & Susan Chaffin
Darlene & Frankie Charipar
Richard Colburn

Paul Conway

Kenneth Cookson
Gordon & Lenni Coulter
Izola Crispin

Seth Dabney*
Meenakshi Dalal
Marvin & Deb Deblauw
William Deutsch

Anne Devries

Jim & Pat Dinklage
Terry Dittmer

John Ebner

Chris & Carol Eisenbeis
Jim Eller

Steven Espeland

Arvin Faig

Hildy Feen

Jim Fitzgibbon

Nancy Flock

Susan Frembgen
Susan French

Norman & Mary Frey
Merlin & Rita Friesen
Melissa Frigaard

Sarah Gardner

Carol Glenister

Ryan Goertzen-Regier
LaDell & Mary Goodroad

Betsy & Michael Gore
Kathleen Grant

Sarah Grant

John & Margery Graves
Laurel Gress

Joan Gussow

Sayeed Hasan

Conrad & Alison Heins
David Helman

Helene Hembreiker
Judy & Larry Hilkemann
Jackie & David Hladik
Peggy Holen

Drew Holt

Patricia Howe*

David Howell

Ruth Hruby

Luke Jacobsen

Barbara & Frank James
Dean Jansen

Dean Johanneck

Aaron & Kirstin Johnson
Maxine Johnson
Marilyn & Gary Jones
Susan Jutz

Kylie & Brenn Kai
Barbara & James Kalbach
Jean & Gerald Karlen
Mary Jane Karp
DeAnne Ketter
Kenneth Kirchner

John Kleinwachter
David Kozlowski
Robert & Eleanor Kraenow
Ron Kroese

John & Syd Kruse

Stan & Alice Kumm
Marion Kunzman
Robert Kuzelka*

Marvin & Evelyn Lange
Buster Langowski
David & Elsa Larson
Mindy Lincoln

Karen Manning

Philip Margolis

Mary McCall

Steve & Lisa McConnell
Marilyn McNabb
Margaret Mellon

Brian & Terri Mentink
Frank Miles Jr. & Nancy Miles
Lee Mills

Jim Millsap

Robert Mohler

Lance Morgan

Carolyn Mosher
Annastasia Mullen
Michael Muller
Nebraskans For Peace
Greg Nelson

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B4

% WITH YOUR HELP, WE ASSISTED MORE THAN 462 PRODUCERS GROW AND MAINTAIN GARDENS, AND CONNECTED 1,343 CUSTOMERS TO
36 FARMERS MARKET PRODUCERS IN AN EFFORT TO REBUILD FOOD SYSTEMS ON TWO RESERVATIONS.
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Mark & Rachel Nelson
Phillip & Debbie Nielsen
Elaine Nighswonger
Tracy Noel

Danelle Nutt

Kelly O’Neill

Tom Parks

Janis Peak

Emilee Pease

Nora Perry

Tom & Gretchen Pesek
George Piper

Marilee Polacek

Frank & Deborah Popper
Betty & Marvin Poss

Don Preister

Tyler Pribbeno

Amy Radding*

Susan Raye

Brad & Erin Jordahl Redlin
Griselda Rendon
Catherine & Jamie Renshaw
Felix & Linda Revello
Cliff & Harrietta Reynolds
Mary Rogers

Mark Rose

Randolph Roth

Barbara Rusmore

Keith Schildt

Mark & Susan Schulz
John & Julie Schutz
Bruce & Prudence Skinner
Don & Ellie Skokan
Donna Smith

Edward Spevak

Dave & Mini Sprague
Stanley Black & Decker, Inc.
William & Joan Street
Carolann Streett*

Ralph Surprenant

Harold & Lora Swanson
Ron Swanson

Nic Swiercek

Nancy Swift

Leo & Judy Tammi

Dan Taylor

Leroy & Judy Tejral

Dan Trello

Carolyn Van Meter
Harold & Paula Vestermark
Anne Vidaver

Eve Vogel

Oren & Joyce Vogt
Stanley Walk

Don & Kay Wall

Pat & Norman Wallman
Dongwen Wang

Jack Warrick

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

Thomas Wellington
Betty Wells

Sarah Wentzel-Fisher
Norm & Susan West
Deborah White

Lyle & Carolyn Wichman
Dennis Wicker

Vernon Williams

Angela Winkler

Jesse & Loxi Wolf

Toni Wright

Jamie Young

Robert & Edith Zahniser
Richard Zimola

Steve Zimola
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

$1T0549

Jim Ackerman

Edward Acosta

Bonnie Andersen

Mary E. Anderson

Abel Arana

Nancy Athey

Sandra Atkinson
Norman Barker

Kristy Barnes

Mariel Barreras

John Barrier

Gregg & Kathy Bartak
Richard Baumert

Mike Baxter

Marsena Beck

Mel & Mary Ann Beckman
Janet & Ronald Belitz
Dorothy & Daniel Benes
Jessika Benes

Alan Berndt

Sandy & Bob Bettger
Thomas & DeEtta Bilek
George & Anne Bird
Kathy Blake

Laurine Blankenau
Henry & Barbara Blessing
David & Marilyn Bloom
Cindy Bonnet

Julianna Bosmoe
Jackie Boyle

Joan Brabec

Monica Braun

Marvin Bryant

Wayne Bueltel

Michael Burgess
Ronald Busch

James Carr

Melissa Cast Brede

Castleland RC&D

Ruth Cheruka

Brenda Clark

Erik Cleveland

Rena Conner

Kevin & Shannon Cooksley
Todd & Joyce Cornwell
Samantha Cradick-Marr
George Cummins

Hal Cummins

Liz Daehnke

Otis & M. Jane Dearborn
Jeff Dehne

Paul Devine

Donald & Gladys Dickerson
James Dickson

John Dietz

Barbara Dilly

Thomas Donahue

Jim & Brenda Dooley
Robert Doriss & Jean Bonnet
Donna Dornbusch

Gail Dunlap

Kent Eaton

Janet Ebaugh”

Debra Ecklund

Kristi Eggers

Carl & Debbie Engstrom
Mark Erlander

Jim & Karen Falk

Jack & Linda Fanning
Steve Fisher

Marcia Forbes

Sam Forbes

Charles & Evelyn Foster
Cora Fox*

Carol Fries

Duane & Judy Fritzen
Gene Gage

Kathy Gaines

Kara Gallup

David Garrahy

John Geddie

Cynthia Gehrie

Mark Giese

John Ray Gill

Earl Glenn

Rex & Kathleen Gogerty
William & Shirley Goldfish
Tom Grau

Diane Gravert

Kevin Greenwood
Eugene Giriffith

Richard Grosshauser
Gary & Sharon Grugel
Ken Guenther

Anthony Gurrola

Jay D. Hall

Paul & Patricia Hamrick
R.W. Handley

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B

WITH YOUR HELP, WE LED REGIONAL EFFORTS ACROSS THE MIDWEST TO DEVELOP CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE IN WAYS THAT
1 ADDRESS CONCERNS AND PROVIDE BENEFITS TO RURAL PEOPLE, THEIR COMMUNITIES, AND LOCAL ECONOMIES.
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Lin Hangren

Rodney & Beverly Hannan
Lynn & Sharleen Harnisch
Ronald Harrell

Del Harsh

Mary Hawkes

Matt & Emely Hendl
Rollie Henkes

Christian Hertneky*
Valera Heydenberk
Robert Hitchcock
Johnathan Hladik

Roger & Freda Hoffman
John Hoover

Paul & Lori Hosford

Jay Howe

Jerold & Bonnie Hubbard
John Ikerd

Gregory & Anne Isaackson
Ona lverson

Katie Jantzen

Caitlin Jerabek

Cheri Johansen

Charlie & Bette Johnson
Robert Johnson

Betty & Raymond Johnston
Dawn Jones

LeRoy Jons

David & Nancy Jurgensen
Gary Kaiser

Merle Kaufman

Roy Kaufman

Tiffany Kegley

Elias Keim

Julia Kleinschmit

Barbara Klubal

Tom & Lou Ann Kneifl
William Knight & Carolyn Ristau
Ronald Koester

Sue & Bob Kohles
LaRene Konopasek

Beth Kernes Krause
Brian Kreikemeier

Boots Kretzmeier

Starry Krueger

Joel & Carrie Landholm
Elizabeth Lasensky

Kim Lecher

Dick Leitschuck

Linda LeShanna

Norman Leuenberger
Doug Little

Sharon Loftis

Martha Lowe

Betty Lucas

Paula Mares

Ryan Marquardt

Donald & Laurie Marsden
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Martin Massengale

John McCarthy

Molly McLain

Richard McManus
Michael McMullen

Joan Mencher

Phillip & Tamira Metzger
Robin Metzner

Roger Meyer

Rory Mikkonen

Jim & Nancy Miller
Kermit & Wilma Miskell
Mona & Steven Mitzel
Audrey Mohr

Kathy Moore

Andrea Morgan

Terry & Kim Mosel
Stephen Mott

Tommy Mullen

John & Lavelle Muller
April Myers

Wayne & Jo Ann Myers
Verlyn Naimon

Donald & Anita Nelson
Laverne & Arlene Nelson
Gregory Nielsen

Neal Nollette

Daryl & Jackie Obermeyer
Fred & Marilyn Obmann
Brian O’Donnell

Harold Olson

Michelle Olson

Rev. Phillip & Virginia Olson
Roger & Gail Osten
Richard Ouren*

Robert Noel Patten
Eileen Paulsen

Janita Pavelka

Anne Pearson

David Peck

Yolanda Peck

Donald & Audrey Pedersen
Mark Peterson

Mary Peterson

Evey Phillips

Michael Phillips

R.K. Piper

Lyndsey Pohimeier
Debra Polacek

Dawne & Bill Price

John Proctor

Joe Reestman

Gayland & Marcia Regier
Greg Reineke & Maxine Adelstein
Leander & Mary Rerucha
George Rethmeier
Walter & Marilyn Rhoades
Helen Richardson

Harlyn & Karen Riekena
Leisha Roberts

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

Katie & William Rock*
Madelene Rose

John & Jeanne Rosener
Kyle Rosfeld

Deb Rost

Dale Roth

Frederick Rother
Robert & Peggy Rover
Joanne Rudnick

Wayne Ruppert

Susan Rutledge

Joan & Paul Sadowski
Barbara Sanders

Juan Sandoval

Heidi Schulz

Deborah Schumacher
Joan Schumaker
Hervey Scudder

LaRoy & Mary Seaver
John Shanley

Dwight Sheets

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Beth and R.P. Smith
Roxanne Smith

Jane Sooby

Wayne Sorenson
Pamela Sorrell*
Jonathan Specht
Robert & Leona Speck
Ardith Sporleder

JB Stamper

Beth Stecker

Rose Stoller

Orrin Strand

EJ Sulc

Kelsea Sutton

Phyllis Swigart

Maria Sykes

Jodi Teal

Mike & Debbie Teti
Thomas Thelen

Tom Tomas

Steve Toney

Virgil & Mary Tworek-Hofstetter
Union Pacific GivePlus Program
Bonnie Vacha

Kitty Vacha

Santiago Vasquez
Village of Wolbach

M. Judd Wagner

Brian Waldstein

John & Mary Wall

Bill & Candace Weaver
Steven Wehmer

Jon Welch

James & Sara Welbourn
Bonnie & John Wennekamp
Shirley Wenzel

Henry Winckler

Bruce Woita

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B6

WITH YOUR HELP, WE DEVELOPED A PLATFORM, A CAMPAIGN, AND WORKED HARD TO INFLUENCE THE FARM BILL DEBATE TO STRENGTHEN

CONSERVATION, BEGINNING FARMER, AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS. WE KEEP YOU UPDATED AND INFORMED ON WHEN TO TAKE ACTION.
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Donors to the Center for Rural Affairs
and its subsidiaries span 47 states.

With you, the Center for Rural
Affairs will continue to stand like
a rock to represent the best of
rural America.

Thank you for your support.

$1T0 $49. CONTINUED

Glen Wollman

Susan Wunderlich
Michael & Carolyn Yoder
James Yon

Larry & Shirley Young
Bill & Dorothy Zales
Ben & Helen Zoss
Megan Zoucha
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS

Institutional funders are government

agencies, foundations, and

businesses that provide funding for specific

initiatives.

American Farmland Trust

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska

CHI Health

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Community Catalyst

Energy Foundation

Farm Aid

Farm Credit Services of America

First Nations Development Institute

Granary Foundation

Holland Foundation

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Family Farm Fund

McKnight Foundation

Nebraska Civic Engagement Table

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development

Nebraska Department of Education

Nebraska Tourism Commission

Nell Newman Foundation

New Belgium

Newman’s Own Foundation

Organic Valley, Farmers Advocating
for Organic

Panta Rhea Foundation

Patagonia

Peter Kiewit Foundation

RE-AMP Network

Sherwood Foundation

South Dakota Community Foundation

Turner Foundation

U.S. Department of Agriculture, National
Institute of Food and Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural
Resources Conservation Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Risk Management Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Marketing Services

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of Advocacy and Outreach

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Sustainable Agriculture Research and
Education

U.S. Department of Treasury, Community
Development Financial Institution Fund

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Microloan Program

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Women'’s Business Center

Walton Family Foundation

Weitz Family Foundation

Wells Fargo, Diverse Community Capital
Program

William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

Woods Charitable Fund

CAPITAL PARTNERS & INVESTORS

Capital partners and investors provide
capital to revolving loan funds operated
by the Center for Rural Affairs and

its subsidiary, the Rural Investment
Corporation.

First National Bank

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development

Nebraska Enterprise Fund

Peter Kiewit Foundation

Sherwood Foundation

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Microloan Program

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development

U.S. Department of Treasury, Community
Development Financial Institution Fund

William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

WITH YOUR HELP, WE ORGANIZED GROUPS IN FOUR TOWNS TO CREATE MORE WELCOMING AND INCLUSIVE COMMUNITIES,

AND DELIVERED 40 COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES, INCLUDING 10 NON-CONSCIOUS BIAS TRAININGS.



