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Crystal Powers (far right), co-owner and co-operator of Darby Springs Farm near Ceresco, 
Nebraska, hosts a Women’s Learning Circle in 2017. Darby Springs’ pasture is located 
in wetlands, which the owners utilize rather than change. Cattle eat natural grass in the 
flooded area and stand in the water to cool down. | Photo by Rhea Landholm

‘Nurturing our vibrant local Food system’
Crystal Powers utilizes existing resources at Darby Springs Farm
B y  L i z  D a e h n k e

C
rystal Powers’ motivation 
for farming is to help peo-
ple restore land through 
sustainable agriculture.

“The combination of  
doing something for my 

local community from a food 
standpoint and also utilizing farm 
ecosystem services, like bringing 
clean water, clean air, and beauty 
to the community, is the whole 
package for me,” she said.

An environmental engineer 
by trade, Crystal initially want-
ed to establish a dairy, however, 
through schooling, found potential 
to impact land at the same time.

Today, she owns and operates  
a dairy, Darby Springs Farm,  
with her husband, William. The 
Ceresco, Nebraska, farm has an 

—See Darby Springs on page 3

SNAP, a critical asset for rural America
B y  J o r d a n  R a s m u s s e n ,  j o r d a n R @ c f r a . o r g

F
ood that feeds the world is 
grown in our nation’s small 
towns, where food insecu-
rity is endured by millions 
of children, seniors, and 
hardworking, rural Ameri-

cans. The Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP), helps 
stave off hunger in one in six rural 
households.

Formerly known as the nation’s 
food stamp program, rural Amer-
ica’s SNAP participation rate rose 
from 12.5 percent to 16 percent 

from 2010 to 2015. The rate is 
higher than enrollment nationally, 
and in metropolitan and micropol-
itan areas. The rural SNAP partici-
pation rate follows the percent of 

—See SNAP on page 2
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Note from the Editor
B y  R h e a  L a n d h o l m ,  r h e a l @ c f r a . o r g

S
ince its inception, the Cen-
ter for Rural Affairs has 
chosen to advance a set of 
values that reflect the best 
of rural America.

This month’s newsletter 
focuses on “CONSCIENCE that 
balances self-interest with an  
obligation to the common good 
and future generations.”

Throughout this edition, you 
will see this value in action: in 
Crystal Powers who makes sure 
her land is used in the best way 
possible; in our stand for fairness 
in farming; and in our support 
for veterans who look to continue 
their sense of service and work 
ethic in farming or ranching.

We see this value in recent 
surveys and reports from two 
states – we surveyed Kansas 
small business owners on their 

training and financing needs, and 
Iowa landowners and lawmakers 
on renewable energy and trans-
mission siting. We also studied 
rural residents’ need and usage of 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program. 

Conscience is found in our  
executive director’s essay as he 
tells us about the Center’s work 
to expand credit in rural commu-
nities.

And, finally, this value is  
demonstrated in you, our donors. 
Without you, we couldn’t do all 
of this work. Check out the spe-
cial insert recognizing our 2017 
donors from 43 states.

For more, visit cfra.org.

SNAP, continued from page 1

population at or below the federal 
poverty line.

Given the socioeconomics of 
rural America, the importance of 
SNAP is heightened.

SNAP exists as a resource to 
help negate concerns of food  
security for seniors with fixed and 
limited incomes as they care for 
themselves and balance expenses. 
In rural households with a res-
ident over the age of 60, 10.9 
percent of households participate 
in SNAP, compared to 10.1 percent 
nationally.

Rural families with children 
under the age of 18 similarly have 
the highest SNAP participation. In 
2015, 27.3 percent of rural house-
holds with children received SNAP 
assistance, as opposed to 21.9 
percent nationally. This access is 
critically important for children as 

they develop.
Beyond the direct benefit of 

SNAP is the impact it has at the 
community level. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture estimates that 
every SNAP dollar generates $1.79 
in economic activity. SNAP is a 
critical asset helping keep commu-
nity grocery stores open, maintain-
ing this amenity for all residents.

As policymakers deliberate the 
funding and future of SNAP in  
the 2018 farm bill and broader 
entitlement reforms, consideration 
must be given to the asset and 
investment SNAP provides to rural 
communities. SNAP is, and needs 
to be, maintained as a critical safe-
guard against food insecurity and 
poverty for rural residents.

Nationally, SNAP participation in rural areas exceeds participation for the nation 
as a whole. In our home state of Nebraska, the opposite is the case. SNAP figures in 
rural areas of the state are consistently lower, falling below metropolitan and microp-
olitan area percentages. 

As consideration is given to the 12.4 percent of rural Nebraskans in poverty, and 
state levels of food insecurity, significant gains are needed in rural SNAP participation 
and reach.

This inconsistency is explored in further detail in a recently released report,  
“A Discrepancy in Rural Nebraska’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP),” found on our website at cfra.org/publications/NebraskaSNAP.

SNAP in Nebraska
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Participants of learning circles are considered the experts on their own production, farmland, and conservation needs, and are encouraged 
to speak about their own experiences and goals. This format builds knowledge, confidence, and community around topics the group is 
most interested in exploring. Visit cfra.org/events for upcoming dates of both Latino Learning Circles and Women’s Learning Circles. | 
Photo by Rhea Landholm

Darby Springs, continued from page 1

on-site creamery and pastured 
poultry. Perennial fruits and nuts 
are grown to add diversity and to 
flavor ice cream.

There are five Guernsey cows 
on the farm that are 100 percent 
grass-fed, and are rotated through 
pastures to give the grass time to 
recover after each grazing period. 

The farm is home to 100 laying 
hens, and 300 to 500 meat chick-
ens each summer. Eggs are used 
in ice cream made in the cream-
ery. Chickens follow cattle in the 
pasture, eating fresh greens and 
insects, while also helping spread 
manure as they walk around 
scratching at the earth.

For variety, Crystal has added 
hogs, and may bring on sheep in 
the future.

She said hogs can be hard on a 
pasture and need shade; however, 
they eat any leftover skim milk, so 
they add value. Sheep contribute 
by grazing down kochia plants bet-
ter than the cattle are able to.

“We are trying to experiment 
and figure out how we can manage 
what could be a problem; wheth-
er it’s waste from the creamery, 
weeds in the pasture, fly manage-

ment, etc.,” Crystal said.
The pasture at Darby Springs 

Farm slopes down into wetlands, 
with two definite springs and  
hundreds of feet of seeps. These 
wetlands are home to a diverse 
group of insects, wildlife, and  
native plants.

The business owners find ways 
to utilize the land to their advan-
tage, rather than change it for 
more convenient use. The farm 
floods frequently; however, the 
cattle eat the natural grass in the 
flooded areas and stand in the 
water to cool down.

The philosophy at Darby 
Springs is simple, and consists of 
much love and attention paid to 
their livestock.

“Our principle is that nutrition 
starts in the soil, and that we are 
what we eat,” Crystal said. “We 
invite people to experience with 
us the joy of good food grown with 

care, and to join us in nurturing 
our vibrant local food system.”

Crystal shares her experiences 
in Center for Rural Affairs’ Wom-
en Learning Circles; peer group 
sessions that consider participants 
the experts on their own produc-
tion, farmland, and conservation 
needs. Information, experience, 
and resources are shared at each 
circle, allowing women to imple-
ment what they’ve learned into 
their own farm business or opera-
tion.

“It is really rewarding learning 
from other women in a collabora-
tive group,”  Crystal said. “Each 
woman brings her own knowledge, 
helping all of us see a fuller pic-
ture. For the session I led, there 
was no pressure to have all the 
answers with the learning circle. 
I could offer my knowledge and 
experiences and others could build 
on it and teach me even more.”

‘Our principle is that nutrition starts in the 
soil, and that we are what we eat.’

–Crystal Powers, Darby Springs Farm
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Attendees of the 2017 Answering the Call: Veteran Farmer Conference tour Ficke Family Farms near Pleasantdale, Nebraska. The 
second annual conference is set for March 24 in Hastings, Nebraska. The event presents an opportunity for veterans to connect with 
fellow former service members who are engaged in or interested in farming. | Photo by Rhea Landholm

veterans connect at annual conference
B y  J o r d a n  R a s m u s s e n ,  j o r d a n r @ c f r a . o r g

A 
veteran’s sense of service 
and work ethic draws a 
distinct parallel to the 
skills and dedication  
required for successful 
farming and ranching.

The second annual Answering 
the Call: Veteran Farmer Confer-
ence is an opportunity for veterans 
to connect with fellow former ser-
vice members who are engaged in 
or interested in farming. Farmers 
looking to transition operations to 
veteran farmers, or who are willing 
to mentor, are also encouraged to 
attend.

Sponsored by the Center for  
Rural Affairs and Legal Aid of  
Nebraska, the event is set for Sat-
urday, March 24, from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. at Central Community 
College-Hastings, 550 Technical 
Blvd., Hastings, Nebraska.

Session topics include programs 
available to veterans interested in 
farming, diversified agriculture, 
conservation, and agritourism.

“As rural America seeks to  
attract residents to communities 
and into the agricultural sector, 
military veterans have a significant 
contribution to make,” said Cora 
Fox, policy associate at the Center 
for Rural Affairs and officer in the 

Iowa Air National Guard. “This 
conference will connect veterans 
with a network that can assist 
them in beginning and growing 
their farms and ranches.”

Conference attendance is free. 
Preregistration is required by 
March 16. Residents of any state 
may attend. Register at cfra.org/
AnsweringTheCall.

Last year’s conference inspires 
bill in Nebraska legislature

Among presenters for this year’s 
Answering the Call: Veteran Farm-
er Conference is Mariel Barreras.

Mariel, along with her husband, 
Lt. Col. Anthony Barreras, cur-
rently on mission with the U.S. 
Army, own Barreras Family Farm 
outside of Omaha, where they 
raise chickens and goats, and host 
school tours.

“For many veterans, dreams of 
farming begin with time spent on 
a farm during their childhood or 
an opportunity presented to them 
during their time in service to our 
nation,” Barreras said.

However, access to land and 
financial resources needed to 
transition from military service 
to farming can be a challenge. 

Proposed Legislative Bill 684, the 
Beginning Veteran Farmer Tax 
Credit, seeks to expand Neb-ras-
ka’s existing beginning farmer 
tax credit program by adding a 1 
percent incentive for property and 
landowners who rent to qualified 
beginning veteran farmers.

Under current statute, a 10  
percent tax credit on cash rent,  
or 15 percent credit on the value of 
a sharecrop or cow-calf share rent, 
is available to the property owner 
when they rent to a qualified  
beginning farmer. The proposed 
revision would increase the incen-
tive to 11 percent and 16 percent if 
the property is rented to a quali-
fied beginning veteran farmer.

The state can do more for be-
ginning veteran farmers. Building 
upon the successful framework of 
the existing tax credit, the addition 
of a 1 percent incentive for land-
owners who rent to beginning vet-
eran farmers gives back to those 
who have sacrificed so much for 
our country.

The idea for the legislation was 
drawn from conversation between 
beginning veteran farmers and 
Center staff during last year’s  
Answering the Call: Veteran  
Farmer Conference.
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S ta f f  S p o t l i g h t

Bailey featured in 2018 Farmer’s Almanac
B y  l i z  d a e h n k e

C
enter for Rural Affairs 
project organizer, Kirstin 
Bailey, is featured in The 
2018 Old Farmer’s Alma-
nac. Bailey was contacted 
to take part in their “Spe-

cial Report: Faces of Farming,” a 
compilation of input from farmers 
and growers throughout America.

The answers Bailey and her 
fellow farmers provided spoke to 
both changes underfoot and time-
less traditions.

How or why did you become a 
farmer? My mom has always had 
a large garden. We thought that 
together, we could make it into a 
CSA farm.

What is the hardest part of 
your job? Relying on nature. 
There is so much at stake.

What is the best part of your 
job? Connecting directly with our 
customers.

What is your favorite farm-
ing or gardening tradition? We 

always plant our potatoes on Good 
Friday.

What advice would you give 
to someone who wants to be a 
farmer today? Have a strong plan 
and a realistic budget. Be flexible.

What, in your opinion, is the 
future of farming? Women-led, 
small-scale, sustainable farms.

Bailey helps run Fox Run 
Farms, in Brainard, Nebraska. The 
farm has been in their family for 
118 years, and in 2010, they start-
ed a community-service agricul-
ture program, or CSA.

“We wanted to ensure we had 
a crop that would sell, we wanted 
to connect with our community, 
and we wanted to promote natu-
rally grown food,” Bailey said. “We 
met all of those goals and are now 
expanding.”

The farm also has a vineyard 
that is in its seventh year of 
production. Half of the vineyard 
is Brianna, a white grape, and 
the other half is Marquette, a red 
grape. They are slowly transition-
ing the vineyard to an orchard, 
and starting to look at producing 
value-added products they can 
produce.

The Bailey family welcomes visi-
tors and encourage CSA members 
to visit to see who grows their food 
and where it comes from.

B y  A n n a  J o h n s o n ,  A n n a j @ c f r a . o r g

U
nlimited crop insurance 
premium subsidies are 
a loophole that allow the 
largest farmers to reap 
the greatest benefits from 
government subsidy. That 

is why we support capping crop 
insurance premium subsidies at 
$50,000.  
We believe that crop insurance 
should be a safety net, not a  
government subsidy to finance 
unlimited expansion.

Our opponents argue that cap-
ping subsidies will prompt large 
farms to leave the crop insurance 
risk pool and upset the whole 
system. But, leaving the system 
would mean walking away from 
$50,000 in annual subsidy. That 
doesn’t pencil out. We believe their 
argument serves only to protect 
the status quo. 

Caps on crop insurance premi-
um subsidies are needed to bring 
fairness back to farming. 

Kirstin Bailey, Center project organizer, 
picks nets off of grape vines with her son 
and father. | Photo submitted

In the president’s fiscal year 2019 
budget, he proposes an across-the-
board cut of 10 percent for most crop 
insurance subsidies. That’s the wrong 
approach. Instead, we support a hard 
cap of $50,000 per operator on insur-
ance premium subsidies.

The president’s proposal cuts subsi-
dies for large and small operators alike 
by 10 percent. That hurts the smallest 
operators, while protecting unlimited 
subsides for the largest operators. 
Hard caps on total payout per opera-
tion are a fairer way to cut costs.

President’s budget

C o r p o r at e  F a r m i n g  N o t e s

crop insurance premium subsidy caps will 
bring fairness back to farming
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Iowans respond to Clean energy growth
B y  K at i e  R o c k ,  K at i e R @ c f r a . o r g

D
uring the past two decades, 
Iowa’s wind energy indus-
try has created 8,000 to 
9,000 jobs, spurred billions 
of dollars in investment, 
and provided Iowa land-

owners with $20 to $25 million in 
annual land lease payments. With 
nearly 7,000 megawatts (MW) of 
installed wind capacity, the state 
generates more than 37 percent of 
its power from wind.

Similarly, the Iowa solar ind-us-
try has begun to follow an  
impressive growth curve. The  
Solar Energy Industries Associ-
ation estimates Iowa will install 
approximately 225 MW of solar 
during the next five years.

But, how are Iowans responding 

to this growth in renewable energy 
and the corresponding transmis-
sion line upgrades that help carry 
local electricity to our homes?

The Center for Rural Affairs 
recently released a report offering 
insight into this question. The 
report draws on survey responses 
from Iowa county supervisors and 
auditors, as well as landowners. 
Survey responses indicate local 
elected leaders are generally sup-
portive of wind and solar, especial-
ly when these technologies create 
local economic benefits.

When it comes to transmission 
lines, elected leaders prioritize 
fair treatment by developers, 
preservation of agricultural land, 
and provision of economic bene-

fits. Landowners reported mostly 
favorable experiences negotiating 
transmission easements on their 
farms. They also offered recom-
mendations on how developers 
can continue to improve the siting 
and construction process. Benefits 
of transmission lines are seen as 
less tangible than those from wind 
and solar installations. 

For more information on how 
Iowa leaders and landowners are 
responding to wind, solar, and 
transmission line development, 
visit cfra.org/publications/ 
PoweringIowa and download the 
full report, “Powering Iowa: Rural 
Perspectives on Iowa’s Renewable 
Energy Transformation.”

Survey responses from county supervisors, auditors, and landowners in Iowa show general support of wind and solar, especially 
when economic benefits are created. More results can be found in “Powering Iowa: Rural Perspectives on Iowa’s Renewable Energy 
Transformation” at cfra.org. | Photo by Rhea Landholm

Legislation that would cut or eliminate requirements for energy efficiency programs for major utilities have been introduced 
in the Iowa Legislature. At the time of print, two different bills are in action – Senate Study Bill (SSB) 3093/House Study Bill 
(HSB) 595 in the House and Senate Commerce Committees and SSB 3078 in the Senate Ways and Means Committee.

A bill to extend the solar production tax credit for another year is also in the works. Contact your legislator to continue support 
for clean energy initiatives in Iowa.

Quick Iowa Legislature Update
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Marketing is top concern for Kansas 
small businesses, according to report
B y  R h e a  L a n d h o l m ,  R h e a l @ c f r a . o r g

T
he top concern for small 
businesses in Kansas is 
marketing, according to a 
report released in January 
by the Center for Rural  
Affairs and Kansas His-

panic & Latino American Affairs 
Commission.

“The Sunflower State – Assess-
ing Our Business Garden: 2017 
Kansas Small Business Needs 
Assessment Results,” is authored 
by Adrienne Vallejo-Foster, execu-
tive director of Kansas Hispanic & 
Latino American Affairs Commis-
sion; and Dena R. Beck, senior 
project leader and loan specialist 
of the Center for Rural Affairs’  
Rural Enterprise Assistance  
Project and Rural Investment  
Corporation.

The authors conducted a survey 
in spring 2017, gathering infor-
mation from Kansas small busi-
ness owners and resource provid-
ers to identify strengths and areas 
that need attention. They received 
533 responses, representing 84 
percent of counties in Kansas.

“Feedback from people who 
serve small businesses is an 
important piece of the puzzle, as 
they provide valuable insight,” 
Beck said. “Local lenders and 
resource providers know what 
businesses need to be successful, 

they see the businesses from a 
community level, and understand 
the importance of those business-
es to the communities and local 
economies.”

The survey is modeled after a 
Nebraska Small Business Needs 
Assessment conducted biennially 
since 2008. Questions are based 
on financing, startup needs, 
current needs, business growth 
inhibitors, and training and tech-
nology needs.

“To ensure business owners are 
offered the products and services 
they need, it is imperative to sim-
ply ask,” Vallejo-Foster said. “As 
citizens, large business owners, 
and business lenders and provid-

ers, we need to pay attention to 
those needs and assist if we want 
our downtowns, communities, 
and local economies to thrive.”

For more information and to 
view “The Sunflower State –  
Assessing Our Business Garden: 
2017 Kansas Small Business 
Needs Assessment Results,” visit 
cfra.org/KansasSmallBusiness 
Needs.

The authors are both available 
to present survey results. For a 
presentation in your community, 
contact Vallejo-Foster at Adrienne.
Foster@ks.gov or 785.296.2161, 
or Beck at denab@cfra.org or 
308.528.0060.

Bankers, continued from page 8
banks, often due to the require-
ments of the federal Community 
Reinvestment Act, make low in-
terest investments in Community 
Development Financial Institutions 
(CDFIs).

The Center now has a subsidi-
ary CDFI. One large bank invested 

$500,000 in our lending efforts. 
Other banks may do the same.

You can take action, too. What 
credit gaps exist in your communi-
ty? What local response might be 
possible? Individual communities 
are setting up revolving loan funds 
to invest in local businesses, hous-

ing, and new value-added agricul-
tural enterprises. 

A network of community banks, 
credit unions, and nonprofit lend-
ers can knit a new fabric of local 
banking. Doing so will take our  
active involvement. Our success 
will help us control our future.

Kansas small business owners and resource providers gave input on financing, marketing, 
and training needs in spring 2017. The results have been compiled and analyzed in “The 
Sunflower State – Assessing our Business Garden,” available at cfra.org. | Photo submitted
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Where have all the bankers gone?
B y  B r i a n  D e p e w,  b r i a n d @ c f r a . o r g

T
he Center for Rural Af-
fairs first examined con-
solidation in the banking 
industry in a 1978 report, 
“Where Have All the Bank-
ers Gone”? We have long 

understood the critical link be-
tween credit, who has access, who 
doesn’t, and how it shapes com-
munities.

That’s why a recent report in 
the Wall Street Journal caught 
my eye. It detailed how banking in 
rural communities has fared in the 
years since the financial crisis. 

The report found that small 
business lending in rural areas 
has dropped by half since 2004. 
Loans now account for less than 
10 percent of total small business 

lending, according to the analysis. 
There was a correlation between 

the closure of local banks and a 
declining rate of new business 
startups two years later. 

The challenge is compounded 
by the closure of many rural bank 
branches. Larger banks often  
buy smaller banks, then close 
branches in more rural markets. 
There are now 625 rural counties 
in the country without a commu-
nity bank. There are 37 counties 
without a single bank, and 115 
counties served by just one bank. 

The report told the story of one 
small business owner who now 
drives 19 miles each afternoon to 
make deposits and get cash.

When we lose access to credit, 

we risk losing control of our  
future.

This is why we are leaning into 
our lending work at the Center. 
Since 2011, our lending activity 
has grown 130 percent. We are 
working to develop strategies that 
will help us expand the scale and 
reach of our small business lend-
ing.

Access to credit is fundamen-
tal for the whole community. Few 
among us have started a business 
or bought a house without a loan. 
Schools, child care centers, and 
community infrastructure all rely 
on credit.

There are bright spots. In many 
areas, community banks and  
credit unions still thrive. Large 

—See bankers on page 7
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Johnson, George & Karen
Kaminski, Patricia & Richard Katz

Thank you, 2017 Donors!

$100,000 to $500,000
Barby, Paul

$50,000 to $99,000
Flora, Cornelia & Jan

$10,000 to $49,999
Hansen, Donna

$5,000 to $9,999
Blackmore, Mary
Hansen, Connie & David

$2,500 to $4,999
Ralston, Don

$1,000 to $2,499
Elsberg Family Foundation Fund
Nichols, Helen & Robert
Ormsby, Rita J.
Adelmann, Lorado & Arllys
Hirschbach, Gretchen & George

$1 to $999
Arens, John & Susan
Lee, Michelle

Granary 
Foundation 
donors
The Granary Foundation is the Center’s 
endowment fund. Gifts to the Granary 
are invested and the income is used to 
support the Center’s mission. Contact 
Tyler Vacha or Brian Depew if you 
would like to discuss making a gift to the 
Granary Foundation now or in the future 
through your estate plan or an annuity.

Center for Rural Affairs Donors

This list reflects funders of the Center for Rural Affairs and its subsidiaries from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2017. Thank you for your support.
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*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

$250 to $499, continued 
Karpf, Charles & Margaret
Kash-Brown, Troy & Susan
Kingsbury, John
Kotouc, John & Wende
Kramer, Larry
Kubly, Pat
Lansen Company, Inc.
Leete, Sheila
Liebman, Matt & Laura Merrick
Lyman, Rebecca
Martz, Fred
McDonald, William & Rita
Menke, Phil*
Meyerson, Robert & Suzanne
Mollhoff, Janece & Wayne*
Montana Farmers Union
Morgan Ranch Beef, Inc.
Mugno, Cheryl & William Trompeter
Nebraska Civic Engagement Table
Nopar, Doug & Joann Thomas
Ormsby, Rita J.*
Preston, Kimberly & Trevor*
Pruitt, Lisa
Rahn, Eugene
Rathje, Karen
Rice, Paul & Susan
Riedesel, Charles
Rouse, Maryanne & Tim
Schmerr, Mary Jo & Lester
Schmieding, Carol & Joe
Schole, Ben
Schubert, Clayton
Shaddy, Aaron
Siemers, Richard
Starkweather, Kathie*
Straus, Sandy
Swanson, Paul & Mary Jo
Sylvester Meister Foundation
T & M, Inc. 
Tiggelaar, Janice & Richard*
Todd-Meyer, Ron & Lois
Townsend, Kathy
Vetick Construction
Wallman, Pat & Norman
Weitz, Eloise
Welsch, Dave & Deb
Wigodsky, Andrew
Winkler, Angela*
Wolk, Tony & Lindy Delf
Yogi, Stan & David Carroll
Yule, Loren 

$100 to $249
Abels, Fred 
Alexander, Margaret
Alexander, Milo
Andelson, Jonathan
Baker, Pam
Battershell, Mike & Alicia
Bauer, Patrick
Baumert, Susan
Beckenhauer, Ann & George Wimmer

Behr, Sue
Bildner, Robert & Elisa Spungen Bildner
Brewer, Amanda & Kelly
Bryan, William
Buchholz, David
Clark, Elizabeth
Colburn, Richard
Cook, Carol
Cordes, Sam
Cowan, Alison
Cyboron, Dennis
Dabney, Seth*
Daniel, Linda
Davidson, John & Cathy Beard
Degens, Sebastian
Deichmann, Gordon & Jewell
Deutsch, Bill & Martha Davis
Deutsch, William
Dickerson, Donald & Gladys
Dilly, Barbara
Doering, Otto & Barbara
Doris Fund
Duckworth, Linda
Dyson-Cobb, Margaret*
Ebner, Carroll
Epp, Mark & Cathy Wismer-Epp
Erickson, Richard & Starla
Farm and Home Insurance Agency, Inc.
Farm Credit Services of America
Farrell, Jerry & Janice
Ferneau, David
Fey, Lowell
Ficenec, Craig
Fiore, Christine
First Community Bank
Fischbach, Aaron
Fisher, Ellen & Al
Fisher-Merritt, Janaki
Forman, Maury
Fossa, Tim & Lisa
Fraas, Wyatt & Jeannie*
Francis, Charles & Barb
Frederickson, Marnie & Erik
Frigaard, Matt & Missy
Fuller, Meredith
Furlong, Tom & Rebecca
Gillies, Susan
Goll, Gloria
Gould, Rebecca*
Grant, Kathleen
Green, Dan & Norma
Hagedorn, Don
Hanisch, Anika
Hansen, Donna
Hanson, Holly
Hardenburger, Phil
Hassebrook, Rodney
Hay, DeLynn & Esther
Heimerich, Matt
Helfrecht, Walter
Helgaas, Steffen & Janet
Helgerson, Randy
Herrick, Jeff & Christine Laney
Hertneky, Christian
Hilliard, Stephen
Hodges, Laurie

Hodson, Thomas
Hoefner, Ferd
Holstein, Everett
Hopwood, Jennifer
Hourcle, Joseph
Huls, Randall & Lori
Humiston, Glenda
Humphrey, Dwight & Janet
Hunsberger, Debbie
Ivers, Elizabeth
Jacobs, Deborah
James, Barbara & Frank
Jantzen, Vern & Delores
Janzen, Royce & Carol
Jensen, Claude
Jilka, Sam
Johnson, Kathleen
Johnson, Roger
Johnson, Ron
Jones, Marilyn & Gary
Jutz, Susan
Kaiser, Gary
Khan, Ali
Kibbie, Jack & Kathryn
Kleinschmidt, Richard & Rosalie
Knopik, Jim & Carolyn
Knopik, Tom & Gail
Kooser, Ted & Kathleen Rutledge
Kottwitz, Cleo
Kreitman, Steven
Krohn, Alison
Kubik, Scott & Wendy
Kudera, Barb
Kunzweiler, David
Kuzelka, Robert*
Lange, Edward & Bernadette
Langford, Charles
Leanna, Jeff*
Lewis, Holly
Lieb, Larry
Liebhardt, Bill & Kathleen
Liewer, Marvin
Lindberg, Gwen
Lippstreu, Anne
Lutz, Charles & Hertha
Mahaney, Keith & Peggy
Mailander, Bob & Rita
Manglitz, Marj
McCall, Mary
McCarron, Kevin
McConnell, Mark & Susan
McCormick, Sharon & Duane
Meister, Melvin & Delores
Mellon, Margaret
Mesner, Neil
Meyer, Barbara
Meyer, Harlan
Miller, Ariel
Miller, Bob & Betty
Miller, John
Miller, Mary Ellen
Millsap, Jim
Moeller, Alan & Lana
Morgan, Lance
Morrow, Curt
Moul, Maxine

W i t h  y o u r  h e l p,  w e  E x c e e d e d  $ 1 6  m i l l i o n  i n  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  l e n d i n g  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C e n t e r .  
E a c h  l o a n  w r i t t e n  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  c r e at e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e i r  f a m i ly  a n d  c o m m u n i t y.

—Continued on page B3



W i t h  y o u r  h e l p,  W e  a s s i s t e d  m o r e  t h a n  2 2 0  f a m i l i e s  g r o w  a n d  m a i n ta i n  g a r d e n s ,  a d v i s e d  4 3  g a r d e n e r s  o n  m a r k e t  v e n d i n g  p r a c t i c e s , 
a n d  c o n n e c t e d  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  c u s t o m e r s  t o  l o c a l  m a r k e t e r s  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e b u i l d  f o o d  s y s t e m s  o n  t w o  r e s e r vat i o n s .

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

$100 to $249, continued
Mozer, Arland & Deloris
Muntz, John & Pat
Narveson, Robert & Phyllis
Nelson, Andrea
Nore, Ann*
Novotny, James F.
Novozymes Blair, Inc.
O’Brien, Renee
Olson, Paul
Ouren, Richard*
Parde, Erica & Michael
Parish, Darrel
Patent-Nygren, Megan
Patrie, Patti
Paulson, Jerry
Paulson, Tom
Pease, David & Susan
Pence, Donna
Perish, Alan
Persson, Delayne
Petal Pushers
Peterson, Gary*
Phillips, Mary
Pike, Elaine
Piper, George
Podoll, David & Ginger
Popper, Frank & Deborah
Powell, Denise
Pratt, Bill
Puckett, Mick & Nancy
Quinn, Bob & Ann
Rasmussen, Jordan & David*
Raun, Peter
Reed, Burton
Reeves, Don & Barbara
Reno, Stephen & Joanna
Renshaw, Catherine & Jamie
Reynolds, Cliff & Harrietta
Reynolds, Karen*
Rinne, Tim & Kay Walter
Rohwer, Jerry
Rusmore, Barbara
Russell County Economic Development
Sandoval, Juan*
Sayre, Laura
Schmaderer, Don & Sally
Seaver, Diane*
Seay, Gregory
Seigley, Lynette
Severens, Eugene & Kathleen
Shapiro, Charles & Joan
Sheets, Elton & Jean
Sherman, Edward
Shirley, Marvin
Shivvers, Charlotte & Robert Baker
Shomshor, Ben
Siroky, Kenneth & Clara
Sloan, Richard & Diana
Steen, Emma & George
Steffen, Tom & Donna
Steiert, Bob & Lyda
Streit Krug, Aubrey*
Stroschein, Larry & Sharon
Swiercek, Nic

Teller-Elsberg, Jonathan*
Thieman, Theodore & Mona
Thom, Lois
Tonachel, Ruth
Tracy, Jeff
UnitedHealth Group
Vacha, Bonnie
Van Hoff, Ann
Von Geldern, Thomas
Von Roedern, Christina*
Vos, Ron & Nancy
Wahler, Michael & Barbara
Walters, Jeremy
Wanek, Diane
Warrick, Robert & Gudrun
Wasserman, Wendy
Weber, Margaret & Leonard
Weller, Curt 
Wells, Betty
Wesely, Elden & Constance
West Point News
Wetzel, David & Barbara
Wichman, Lyle & Carolyn
Willey, Tom & Denesse
Wilson, Cinda
Wright, Rebecca Abts
Wynne, Richard
Yost, Jay & G. Wade Leak

$50 to $99
Acklie, Neal & Diann
Alexander, Jane
Anderson, Amber
Antholz, Clinton & Cecilia
Appenzeller, Eldon & Joanne
Bailey, Michael
Barker, Norman
Barstow, Patty
Bassarab, Karen
Belkengren, William
Benjamin, Allan & Joan
Berger, Bernard
Bindner, Thomas & Linda
Blankenau, Laurine
Bolz, Donna
Bonnet, Cindy
Breckenridge, Richard
Bricker, Dennis
Brown, Laurie
Brown, Stacey
Brown, Tony & Patty
Brummels, Lin
Bruns, Mary Ann
Burmeister, Larry
Burrows, Susannah*
Burtis, Mack
Carlson, Janet
Carnes, Steve & Lynn
Caughey, Cait
Clinton Peterson CPA
CNA Automotive Services
Collier, Linda
Community Mercantile, Inc.
Cookson, Kenneth

Coulter, Gordon & Lenni
Crispin, Izola
Dahlberg, Kenneth
Dalal, Meenakshi
Danilson, Ken & Jan
Davey, Amanda
Davidson, Joan
Deblauw, Marvin & Deb
Dendinger, David & Laura
Drain, Rose
Drbal, Deborah
Eisenbeis, Chris & Carol
Eisenbeis, Larry & Anette
Eller, James
Ervin, Kent
Evanson, J. Roger & Darly
Faulkner, Charles
Feen, Hildy
Feyerherm, Olga
Fitzgibbon, Jim
Fixemer, Jerry
Flanagan, Kevin & Karen
Fleischer, Len
Frank, Michael
Frembgen, Susan
Friesen, Merlin & Rita
Fripp, Gregory
Fritzen, Kathie
Fumetti, Joanna
Gehant, George
Gerstle, Brandon
Gilbert, Bev & John
Gore, Betsy & Michael
Gossling, Ryan
Granholm, Nels & DeAnna
Grant, Sarah
Gress, Laurel
Groenenboom, Paul
Hack, Mace
Hansen, Pauline
Haren, Larry
Hasselstrom, Linda
Hersh, James B.
Higgins, Clip
Hitchcock, Robert
Hladik, Jackie & David
Hodges, Dan
Hoefer, Juan
Hoffschneider, Kerry
Holcomb, Jason
Holthaus, Linus & Elaine
Hopper, Greg
Hornung, Mildred
Howe, Patricia
Hultgren, Lawrence & Mary Lou
Huston, Chris & Mark
Isenhart, Charles
Iutzi, Fred
Jackson, Wes & Joan
Jansen, Dean
Jensby, Kyla
Johanneck, Dean
Johnson, Maxine
Jordahl Redlin, Brad & Erin
Kail, Edward
Kanel, Jay & Patricia
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$50 to $99, continued
Karlen, Jean & Gerald
Karr, Jerry & Sharon
Kavich, Nanci
Kempkes, Kim
Kennedy, Charles
Knuth, Larry & Karen
Kollasch, Connie
Kozlowski, David
Kreutz, Fran & Rex
Krzmarzick, Randy & Pam
Lasensky, Elizabeth
Lecuyer, Stephen & Joan O’Connell
Leitschuck, Dick
LeShanna, Linda
Litteaur, Mark
Lobao, Linda
Lorensen Lumber And Grain, LLC
Lowe, Jo & James
Manlove, Charles
Mann, Kimberly
Margolis, Philip
McDowell, Art & Arliss
McGarva, Kelly
McLane, Vickie & Wayne
McManus, Frances
McManus, Richard
McShane, Carol
Melia, R. Dale
Meylor, Susan
Milledgeville State Bank
Mills, Lee
Moellenbeck, Sandy & Bob
Mott, Stephen Charles
Mueller, Delmar
Mueller, Mark
Muller, John & Lavelle
Murtaugh, Connie
NCAT Library
Nebendahl, Dennis & Barbara
Negron, Teresa
Neuberger, Tom & Ruth
Nielsen, Phillip & Debbie
Nimrod, Dale
Nissen, Tim
Noel, Tracy
Olson, Jeff & Gayle
Pearson, Anne
Peterson, Mary
Phelps County Development Corporation
Poss, Betty & Marvin
Preister, Don
Prestemon, David & Gail
Radding, Amy
Raye, Susan
Renner, Sandra*
Renshaw, Arlene
Rethmeier, George
Richardson, Helen
Rink, Randy
Rose, Wally & Audrey
Rosemeyer, Martha
Salisbury, Russell & Elsie Tuss
Sand, Duane
Sanders, Barbara

Save More Market
Schlichting, Ann & Steve
Schmidt, Marvin & Sheila
Schulz, Mark & Susan
Schutz, John & Julie
Schwery, Kathleen
Seemann, Luke
Seipel, Linda & Phil
Shenk, Christine
Sigwalt, Raymond
Sirkin, Shari
Skinner, Bruce & Prudence
Skokan, Don & Ellie
Smith, Connie & Bill
Smith, Donna
Sock, Donald & Shirley
Sock, Lisa
Spevak, Edward
Spindola, Dana
Sprayregen, Ann
Stahl, Jordan
Strand, Palma
Streett, Carolann*
Surprenant, Ralph
Tammi, Leo & Judy
Taylor-Stanley, Ariana
Topolsky, Janet
Truitt, Susan
Turek, Alfred & Carol
Vacha, Greg & Victoria
Vacha, Tyler & Melissa
Van Meter, Carolyn
Vetick, Linda
Victor, Rebecca
Village of Cody
Vinehout, Kathleen
Vogt, Oren & Joyce
Wall, Don & Kay
Walters, Gina
Wendell, Barbara
Wess, Roger
West, Norm & Susan
Wilke, Mark
Willett, Roslyn
Williams, Larry & Rebecca
Williams, Vernon
Winburn, Donna
Woolsey, Mary
Wright, Toni
Yearwood, Elizabeth
Young, Jamie
Youngberg, Garth
Zahniser, Robert & Edith
Zentner, James & Eileen
Zimola, Richard

$1 to $49
Ackerman, Jim
Alexander, Robert & Deborah
Allen, Ivye
Amato, Julie
Andersen, Ardean & Annebell
Andersen, Bonnie
Anderson, Miles

Armstrong, Beverly & David
Arnold, Patricia
Atkinson, Sandra
Bader, Keith
Bailey, Fred
Barrera, Sandra
Bataille, Robert
Baumert, Richard
Bausch, Penny
Baxter, Mike 
Belitz, Janet & Ronald
Benes, Dorothy & Daniel
Bengry, Darrel
Bennett, Sara
Bequeaith, David
Bergen, Kelsey
Bird, George & Anne
Birkenfeld, Darryl
Bjelland, Rhoda
Blake, Kathy
Blessing, Henry & Barbara
Blocker, Ruth
Brooks, Rosa
Brown, Al
Brown, Stef
Brown, Tonja
Bruxvoort, Ash
Bultman, Dennis & Ruth
Campbell, Alice
Carlson, Jonah
Carter, Justin
Caruso, James
Cast Brede, Melissa
Cell de Marquez, Norma
Clark, Vicki
Cleveland, Erik
Coker, Darrell
Colglazier, Elin
Conway, Paul
Cook, J. Keith
Cooper, Leslie
Cornwell, Todd & Joyce
Coufal, Laura
Cradick-Marr, Samantha
Culver, Kristina
Curtis, Andrea
Daehnke, Liz
Dagman, Virgil
Day, Nanette
Dean, Lawanda
Debin, Jennifer
Devine, Paul
Devries, Anne
Dibbell, Kenneth
Dickson, James
Diethrich, JoAnn Stuke
Dillivan, Maurice & Le Jane
Doerr, Harold & Jean
Doriss, Robert & Jean Bonnet
Dorrmann, William
Dorsey, Shonna
Duhn, Marvin
Dunlap, Gail
Dyck, John
Ekberg, Lance & Doris
Elkins, Rachel

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

W i t h  y o u r  h e l p,  w e  L e d  r e g i o n a l  e f f o r t s  a c r o s s  t h e  M i d w e s t  t o  d e v e l o p  c l e a n  e n e r g y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  i n  w ay s  t h at  
a d d r e s s  c o n c e r n s  a n d  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  t o  r u r a l  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s .
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$1 to $49, continued
Emry, Milton & Janis
Engstrom, Carl & Debbie
Ewanciw, Mike
Fischer, Donita
Fisher, James
Fisher, Steve
Flaherty, Elisia
Flock, Nancy
Fortmeyer, Laura & Doug
Fox, Cora
Frank, Norman
Frey, Norman
Frobom, LeAnn
Gardner, Sue & Scott
Garrahy, David
Geddie, John
Giese, Mark
Gilg, Jennifer
Gleeson, Ann
Goldfish, William & Shirley
Gordon, Lois
Gould, Harriet & Jack
Gradoni, Peter
Gravert Apple Basket Orchard
Graves, John & Margery
Griffieon, LaVon & Craig
Griffith, Eugene
Grosshauser, Richard
Grugel, Gary & Sharon
Guenther, George
Guenther, Ken
Hall, Carolyn
Hall, Jay D.
Halverson, Marlene
Hamling, Marian
Harding, Mary & Dick Erickson
Hawkes, Mary
Hayes, Barbi
Heimes, Mike & Cecilia
Heiser’s Livestock, Inc.
Hellerich, Janice
Hembreiker, Helene
Herbig, Ann
Hilligas, Amber
Hladik, Johnathan
Hoffman, Roger & Freda
Holdren, Dorothy & Susan Andelt
Hoover, John
Hosford, Paul & Lori
Howe, Jay
Hubbard, Jerold & Bonnie
Huff, Christopher
Ikerd, John
Imray, Jean
Isaackson, Gregory & Anne
Jacobsen, Luke
Jankowski, John
Jarchow, Meghann
Jensen, Victor & Marlys
Johansen, Cheri
Johnson, Charlie & Bette
Johnson, Edith
Johnson, Robert
Johnson, Ruth

Jons, LeRoy
Kai, Kylie & Brenn
Kailing, Ken
Kalbach, Barbara
Kaufman, Merle
Kaufman, Roy
KB’s Mini Mart
Keller, Jacqueline
Kingsley, Mitchell & Ann
Kirchner, Kenneth
Kloucek, Frank
Klubal, Barbara
Knight, William & Carolyn Ristau
Kollars, Enid
Kotas, Susan
Kraenow, Robert & Eleanor
Kudrna, Donald & Ann
Lake, Carol
Lambrecht, Don & Lois
Langowski, Buster
Larsen, Gary
Lecher, Kim
Leisenring, Flora
Leuenberger, Norman
Linnan, Roger
Little, Doug
Lukasiewicz, Randy
Lux, Doris
Mares, Paula
Marttila, Annikki
Massengale, Martin
Matzke, Stanley & Dorothy
McConnell, Steve & Lisa
McGrane, Merle
McKenzie, Wendy
McMullen, Michael
McNeely, Thomas
McWhirter, Dan & Carol
Metzner, Robin
Meybrunn, Rose & John
Meyer, Roger
Mikkelson, Susann
Miller, Carolyn
Miller, Jim
Miller, Lou Anne
Miller, Mark
Minderman, Marie
Minow, Terry
Miskell, Kermit & Wilma
Mogdis, Franz
Morales, Eduardo & Mary
Morman, Kay & David Fosbinder
Morrison, Lynn
Mosel, Terry & Kim
Myers, Sarah
Nelsen, Lu
Nelson, Donald & Anita
Nelson, Lee
Nielsen, Gregory
Niewohner, John & Joan
Nollette, Neal
Norling, Cindy
Northeast Nebraska RC&D
Novacek, Jean
Obermeyer, Daryl & Jackie
Obmann, Fred & Marilyn

Olsen, Rachel
Olson, Rev. Phillip & Virginia
O’Neill, Kelly
Ortmeier & Associates, Inc.
Osborn, Gerry & Beverly
Padilla, Daniel
Paulsen, Eileen
Pavelka, Janita
Pease, Emilee
Perron, Arieana
Pestal, Bob & Joyce
Peterson, Carroll
Pettit, Bobbi
Phillips, Evey
Phillips, Michael
Pieper, Dolores
Ping, Alicia
Poe, Michael
Powell, Timothy & Marie
Price, Dawne & Bill
Prudential Financial, Inc.
Reed, Ryan
Reestman, Joe
Reineke, Greg & Maxine Adelstein
Rerucha, Leander & Mary
Rhodes, Charles
Richardson, Donald
Rivera, Abel
Rock, Katie & William
Rodriguez, Lorena
Rogman, Robert
Rojem, Lawrence
Rosfeld, Kyle
Rost, Deb
Roth, Brad
Rover, Robert & Peggy
Rowland, Everett
Rupp, Bob & Matilda
Ryckman, Arlo
Sadowski, Joan & Paul
Sahs, Anna
Sandeen, Amy
Sanders, John
Schafersman, John & Eileen
Scharlau, Bob & Connie
Schill, Dennis
Schmitz, Joe & Esther
Schneekloth, Lori
Scholtz, D’Ette
Schroeder, Loren
Schumacher, Deborah
Schumaker, Joan
Seaver, LaRoy & Mary
Second Chance Foundation
Seeliger, Jana
Sempek, Monica
Sheets, Dwight
Sievers, Susan
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth
Skinner, Susan
Sloup, Alan
Smathers, Cory
Smedra, Dotty
Smith, Julie J.
Smith, R.P. & Beth
Smith, Roxanne

Thank you, 2017 donors   |  Center for Rural Affairs   |   B5   

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

W i t h  y o u r  h e l p,  w e  D e v e l o p e d  a  c a m p a i g n  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  f a r m  b i l l  d e b at e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  c o n s e r vat i o n ,  
b e g i n n i n g  f a r m e r ,  a n d  r u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s .  W e  k e e p  y o u  u p d at e d  a n d  i n f o r m e d  o n  w h e n  t o  ta k e  a c t i o n .
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$1 to $49, continued 
Sobocinski, Paul & Candy
Sorenson, Wayne
Sorrell, Pamela
Spiess, Tom
Sporleder, Ardith
Stanley, Jerome & Josette
Stear, Patricia
Steiny’s General Store
Stoddard, Robert
Stonefield, Paul
Stuhr, Virginia
Sulc, EJ
Sutton, Kelsea
Swanson, Harold & Lora
Swigart, Phyllis
Tamborello, Frank
Taylor, Chad
Tejral, Leroy & Judy
Thompson, Robert & Melissa Will
Timp, William & Michelle
Todd, Kathleen
Topil, Roger
Tschauner, Lisa
Tunnell, Lela & Ryan
Uhlir, Elaine
Vacha, Kelsey
Vasquez, Santiago
Vestermark, Harold & Paula
Vetick, Shawn
Volker, Susan
Volkmer, Merlin & Evelyn
Wagner, M. Judd
Wagner, Rod
Walk, Stanley
Wall, John & Mary
Wang, Dongwen
Wehmer, Steven
Weinberger, Andrew
Welch, Jon
Wellington, Thomas
Wennekamp, Bonnie & John
Widhalm, Michelle & Steven Hosch
Wilcox, Jean
Will, Bruce
Williams, Tad & Erin
Winckler, Henry
Wright, Adam
Yenne, JoLynn
Yon, James
Young, Larry & Shirley
Zales, Bill & Dorothy
Zimola, Steve

institutional funders
Institutional funders are government agencies, 
foundations, and businesses that provide 
funding for specific initiatives.
American Farmland Trust
Blooming Prairie Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska
CHI Nebraska
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Energy Foundation
Farm Aid
First Nations Development Institute
Garfield Foundation 
Granary Foundation
Holland Foundation
Howard G. Buffett Foundation
Lincoln Community Foundation,  

Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund
Lincoln Community Foundation,  

Family Farm Fund
McKnight Foundation
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Nebraska Arts Council
Nebraska Department of Agriculture
Nebraska Department of Economic 

Development
Nebraska Department of Education
Nell Newman Foundation
Newman’s Own Foundation
Organic Valley, Farmers Advocating for Organic
Panta Rhea Foundation
Patagonia
Peter Kiewit Foundation
RE-AMP Network
Sherwood Foundation
Small Business Administration,  

Microloan Program
Small Business Administration,  

Women’s Business Center
Turner Foundation
U.S. Department of Agriculture,  

Agriculture Marketing Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Farm Service Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Food and Nutrition Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Natural Resource Conservation Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Office of Advocacy and Outreach

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Risk Management Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture,  
Rural Development

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Sustainable 
Agriculture Research and Education 

U.S. Department of Treasury, Community 
Development Financial Institution Fund

Walton Family Foundation
Weitz Family Foundation
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation
Woods Charitable Fund

capital partners & investors
Capital partners and investors provide capital 
to revolving loan funds operated by the Center 
for Rural Affairs and its subsidiary, the Rural 
Investment Corporation.
First National Bank
Nebraska Enterprise Fund
Small Business Administration
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Sherwood Foundation
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Nebraska Department of Economic 

Development
Lincoln Community Foundation,  

Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

W i t h  y o u r  h e l p,  w e  O r g a n i z e d  g r o u p s  i n  t w o  t o w n s  t o  c r e at e  m o r e  w e l c o m i n g  a n d  i n c l u s i v e  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  
a n d  d e l i v e r e d  c o m m u n i t y  w o r k s h o p s  a n d  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  n o n - c o n s c i o u s  B i a s  t r a i n i n g s .

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who 
make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.
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Donors to the Center for Rural Affairs and 
its subsidiaries span 43 states. 

With you, the Center for Rural Affairs will
continue to stand like a rock to represent
the best of rural America.

Thank you for your support.


