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WHAT [F THE WORKERS OWNED [T7

BY BRIAN DEPEW, BRIAND@CFRA.ORG

he sale and closure of a

midsize manufacturing

plant in a nearby small

town got me thinking.

The business was home-

grown, but no one in the
next generation was interested in
taking the helm. The owners were
ready to retire, and they needed to
sell the business.

The buyer was from out of state.
The business was profitable, but
the new owner had no ties to the
local community.

You know how this ends.

The new owners soon realized
that they could increase profits by
merging their operations. After just
a few years, they shuttered the
local plant. They took the brand
and the sales accounts with them.
They left the small town with an
empty building.

Are there alternatives to this
common story? What if the em-
ployees were able to buy the busi-
ness?

Worker-owned co-ops and em-
ployee stock ownership plans are
a rural development strategy that
could address this challenge.

Rural people have a long his-
tory of coming together to form
cooperatives to solve challenges.
Rural electric co-ops strung wires
in sparsely populated areas where

for-profit utili-
ties were slow to
show up. Farmers
banded together
to form milk co-
ops, seed co-ops
and fuel co-ops.

Some small
towns have seen
new co-ops spring
up to run a gro-
cery store or a
cafe.

Why not big-
ger businesses?
The lumber yard,
the local man-
ufacturing plant or even a labor
intensive farm operation like dairy
or vegetable production are all
candidates. In these cases the co-
op members could be the workers
themselves.

Businesses at any scale can be
structured as co-ops or through
employee stock ownership plans.

Worker-owned co-ops allow a
broad base of people to share in
an ownership stake and build eq-
uity over time. The worker-owners
are unlikely to shutter the opera-

tion and send the jobs out of town.

In rural Maine, 60 workers
bought the set of small-town busi-
nesses in which they worked. The
worker co-op now owns and oper-

Rural people have a long history of coming together to form
cooperatives to solve challenges. Why not band together for bigger
businesses? | Photo by Rhea Landholm

ates the local grocery store, phar-
macy and hardware store. The
project included financing from
several local development groups.

This model could be replicated
in your community.

Are you a business owner who
one day plans to sell the business?
You might consider if selling to
your employees could work for
you. Do you live in a town where
an important employer will change
hands in coming years? You might
consider what support the local
community might offer to help the
business stay in local hands.

It is time to dust off the hand-
book on forming co-ops and get to
work.
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

Center for Rural Affairs

In December, I had the oppor-
tunity to visit some of you on
a two-day road trip. One of my
fellow staff members appropriate-
ly named the trip “Rhea on the
Road.”

In just a couple of days, I did
seven interviews and took hun-
dreds of photos. I got sidetracked
in almost every rural communi-
ty I drove past, taking photos of
downtowns, churches, courthous-
es, post offices and libraries.

[ am so excited to share these
stories and more with you this
year. Check out our blog at cfra.
org for these features and the lat-
est Rural News.
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THIS EDITION

Thank you, donors. We couldn’t
do our work without you. Check
out our special insert that in-
cludes all of our 2016 donors.

By donating to the Center for
Rural Affairs, you take a step
toward one of our values, ACTION
to shape the future.

In this issue, you can see indi-
viduals living this value. You will
also read about opportunities to
take your own steps toward shap-
ing the future of rural America.

I'll let you read on for more.

Remember, this is just a sample
of what we’re up to. Check out
our website for more.

OMALL BUSINESS NEEDS IDENTIFIED IN REPORT

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

he opinions of 587 busi-
ness owners, resource
providers and lenders will
help shape the future of

our Rural Enterprise Assis-

tance Program.

Responses are compiled in
“Their needs and thoughts: Re-
sults of the fifth biennial Small
Business Needs Assessment,”
by Dena Beck, Rural Enterprise
Assistance Program senior project
leader.

The results will also be used by
policymakers, lenders and other
business resource providers for
focusing, planning and developing
strategic partnerships.

The full report can be found
at cfra.org/their-needs-and-
thoughts.

PAPER & E-NEWS

This newsletter is available both
electronically and in print. To receive it
online, sign up at the Center’s website,
cfra.org, or email us at info@cfra.org.

SMALL BUSINESS NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY

08/—

RESPONSES

N 376

BUSINESS
OWNERS

41.2%

OF BUSINESS

RESPONDENTS
WERE SERVICE
BUSINESSES
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HAVE 10
EMPLOYEES OR
FEWER

Editing and layout by Rhea Landholm
Printed at West Point News, West Point, Neb.
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Left: Mari James shows us her garden on the Santee Sioux Reservation in North Central Nebraska. Right: Les Rave and his granddaughter,
Heaven, have been putting in gardens for five years in their backyard in Santee. | Photos by Rhea Landholm

GARDENS KEEP SANTEE SIOUX TRADITIONS ALIVE

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

or the past three summers,

our community food spe-

cialists have been hard at

work alongside members of

the Santee Sioux and Oma-

ha Tribes improving access
to fresh food grown in their own
backyards.

They provide demonstrations
with garden tilling, seeds and
starter plants and support the
farmers market. They also regu-
larly make garden visits through-
out the growing season.

We visited Santee last June,
when most of the community was
gathered at a health fair. Booths,
bouncy castles, entertainment
and food brought people out, and
we felt a great sense of communi-
ty among residents.

LeAnn Red Owl, a community
food specialist, lives just across
the street from the health fair, so
she took us to see her garden.

“I’'m growing corn for my grand-
ma,” LeAnn said. “She managed
to keep the tradition of growing
corn even while living in the city,
with an itty bitty backyard.”

LeAnn then took us to Mari
James’ garden. Mari started
to garden when her daughter

brought home a pumpkin seed
from school for Mother’s Day.
That seed, a nice green vine, was
happily growing near the house.

On the other side of town, Les
Rave and his granddaughter
Heaven have been putting in gar-
dens for five years. When we vis-
ited, Les identified tomatoes and
peppers that were almost ripe.

Just down the street from Les,
we identified Vern Cross’ yard by
the beautiful tiger lilies surround-
ing the house. Vern told us he
has been gardening since he was
8 years old. He said his mother
taught him how to garden and
how to can the extra produce.

“My favorite part is working in
it, it gives me something to do,”
Vern said.

He makes salsa and taco sauce,
so he planted a large amount of
tomatoes and onion.

We then visited a demonstration
garden behind Nebraska Indian
Community College, where our
staff planted tomatoes, carrots,
eggplant, kale, squash, herbs
and more. Community members
can visit the space to learn about
planting and see crops that can
grow in the region.

This year, staff also planted
Indian corn. The work is helping
to keep traditions of the Santee
Sioux alive.

“If you take care of the plants,
they’ll take care of us,” LeAnn
said.

GENTER'S IMPACT

Our staff members work in
these communities year-round.
They assist and train on garden-
ing techniques and preparing pro-
duce, food products and artwork
for market.

On my visits, it wasn’t hard
to find the impact of our garden
and market projects over the past
three years. We spotted gardens
in several yards; but didn’t have
time to tour all 50 gardens in
Santee and 100 gardens in Walth-
ill, Macy and Rosalie.

Suzi French, community food
specialist, expressed feelings of
gardeners in both communities.

“We are doing it! We are grow-
ing our very own fresh food,” she
said. “We are eating it, sharing
it and some are selling it. We are
teaching our children about grow-
ing food. We are changing our
food system.”
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BIG ISSUES FOR NEBRASKA AND IOWA'IN 201/

BY JOHNATHAN HLADIK, JOHNATHANH@CFRA.ORG

Elected representatives in
Nebraska and Iowa will debate a
host of contentious issues during
the 2017 legislative session.
Important items to be debated
include budget and tax, health
care, energy and environment,
and food and agriculture. Here is
a preview of select topics that will
receive our attention.

We'll keep you informed
as debates occur. Relevant
developments concerning priority
legislation will be shared via the
emailed Center for Rural Affairs
Legislative Update.

If you have an interest in any
of these bills and would like to
share your support, concerns,
insights or opposition by
providing testimony in-person,
via letter or by visiting with your
senator, please contact Jordan
Rasmussen at jordanr@cfra.org or
402.687.2100 x1032.

ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENT

\

1

1

1

1
In 2015, we helped pass LB !
824, which eliminated a re- :
quirement that wind develop- 1
ers acquire special regulatory :
approval to sell power on the 1
wholesale market or export the :
energy they generate. This was
the result of several years of !
hard work. :
Energy and climate remain 1

a top priority in 2017. After |
helping to secure passage of 1
LB 824, we turn our attention :
to defending that progress. We
also look for ways to improve !
on LB 1012, a bill we sup- :
ported in 2016. That legisla- 1
tion enabled municipalities to :
create clean energy assessment
districts. This opportunity has :
yet to be utilized. )

I

|

I

: Insufficient progress in 2016

I means that property tax will

: again be a pressing issue in

1 2017. Concurrently, Gov. Rick-

: etts and others are advocating

i for an income tax cut. This de-

: bate is taking place against the

1 backdrop of sustained revenue

: declines and an expected $910

i million (6.6 percent) shortfall.

: Because of this, we expect devel-
1 opment and approval of the bien-
: nial budget to be the primary

, focus of the 2017 session.

ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

2016 saw passage of LB
1083. This bill, among other
things, created a Venture De-
velopment and Innovation Task
Force. Members of the task
force spent much of the interim
traveling to different parts of
the state to learn about op-
portunities and challenges in
economic development. Inade-
quate access to broadband in
rural areas emerged as a top
task force priority. We intend to
work alongside key partners to
address this issue in 2017.

Economic development
remains a core element of our
work. In addition to securing
broad opportunity, it is our
responsibility to defend against
cuts to effective rural econom-
ic development programs. We
also have a role in encouraging
innovative approaches to rural
business development and
helping communities modern-
ize in a changing economy.

We will defend against tax
shifts that result in cuts to edu-
cation and other social services
important to low-income individ-
uals. We will support bills that
meaningfully address the prop-
erty tax burden suffered by rural
Nebraskans, restore balance to
the “three-legged stool” of sales,
income and property tax, and
make the overall tax system less
regressive. We will oppose reform
attempts that are contrary to
those principles.

In 2016, we led an effort to
defeat LR 378 CA, a proposed
amendment to our state consti-
tution. This amendment would
have prevented state and local
governments from passing any
law or regulation which may
“abridge the right of citizens and
lawful residents of Nebraska to
employ agricultural technology
and livestock production and
ranching practices without a
compelling state interest.”

It is anticipated that propo-
nents may seek to achieve the
stated goals of a Right to Farm
amendment through statuto-
ry means in 2017. If proposed
as a bill to amend an existing
statute, we will carefully con-
sider the consequences of such
legislation and weigh these
against the values of our orga-
nization. We are committed to
working against any legislative
effort that will violate our core
principles.

—SEE BIG ISSUES ON PAGE 5
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Nebraska residents gather at the Unicameral on Feb. 24, 2016, to talk with senators about a
proposed health care bill. If you have interest in any of the bills listed, please contact Jordan
Rasmussen at jordanr@cfra.org or 402.687.2100 ext. 1032. | Photo submitted

BIG ISSUES,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Election results at the na-
tional level have left the Afford-
able Care Act in peril. Many
expect Congress to repeal some
provisions related to Medic-
aid expansion by March 2017.
Nebraska is unlikely to pass
an expansion bill under such a
scenario. However, our organi-
zation and others have devel-
oped significant momentum
over the past four years.

We will support Medicaid
expansion again in 2017.
Failing this, we will support an
interim study to explore health
care challenges in Nebraska in
the face of a changing federal
landscape. We will also consid-
er legislation meant to incor-
porate critical provisions of the
Affordable Care Act into state
law. Our primary goal will be
to enable more health insur-
ance coverage for low-income
Nebraskans, especially those
who have fallen into a coverage
gap caused by lack of Medicaid
expansion in Nebraska.

ﬁ IOWA

LEGISLATIVE POLICY

The 2016 election brought
significant changes to the lIowa
legislature. As in Nebraska and
elsewhere, our primary task
is to defend against legislation
that will undermine past suc-
cesses.

We will balance this with a
need to proactively move key
issues.

Gains made in protecting
and encouraging clean energy
development in particular must
be protected. We oppose legis-
lation that limits the expansion
of clean energy transmission.
However, we support property
rights and effective inclusion of
communities and landowners
in the siting process.

Iowa continues to struggle
with water quality challenges.
This puts considerable stress
on rural community infra-
structure and forces farmers
to develop cost-effective ways
to reduce pollution. It is antic-
ipated that many will see this
session as an opportunity to
address this issue. We support
smart tax policy to fund lowa’s
Natural Resources and Outdoor
Recreation Trust Fund.

OTHER ISSUES IN NEBRASKA

Adverse Possession - Ne-
braska law does not require
that an adverse possessor
prove payment of property
tax in order to satisfy a claim.
The law also does not make
payment of property taxes an
affirmative defense. We support
legislation to a) require that
property tax be paid by the ad-
verse possessor over the stat-
utory period in order to satisfy
an adverse possession claim
and b) require that any adverse
possessor compensate the orig-
inal owner for property tax paid
during the statutory period.

Right to Repair - Many
manufacturers withhold diag-
nostic and repair information,
technical updates and software
corrections from the general
public. This is especially preva-
lent in newer farm machinery.
As a result, it is impossible for
individuals and independent
repair providers to maintain
equipment without the help of
the original manufacturer. We
support efforts that require
the original manufacturer to
make available for purchase by
the owner or an independent
repair provider any informa-
tion or equipment required for
repair upon fair and reasonable
terms.
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THINK BEYOND BIASES TO CREATE WELCOMING COMMUNITIES

BY KATHIE STARKWEATHER, KATHIES@CFRA.ORG

e all discriminate.

It does not matter
if you are a person of
color or not, female
or male, young or old,
gay or straight. We all

discriminate.

I'm not talking about intention-
al discrimination, like denying
housing based on gender or the
color of skin. I'm talking about
nonconscious discrimination that
is caused by the way our brains
work; and we are completely un-
aware.

We started as a species living
in pretty dangerous and volatile
situations. We had to know fairly
quickly if our neighbors showed up
to eat us for dinner or if they came
to join us for dinner. We learned to
react immediately. Once we made
connections between what was
safe and what was not, the non-
conscious part of our brains made
that decision and reacted accord-
ingly.

Our brains still function in the
same way. The system is similar to
a filing cabinet with two major sec-
tions. The first section is gender
and the second is race/ethnicity.

The problem with this brain
structure is that when we react,
we immediately pull out the “in-
formation” we have stored in our
nonconscious. Often times, this is
not correct information.

Some of the information comes
from socialization, experiences and
the media. We can’t help but ab-
sorb what we hear. This informa-
tion creates our intuition, or first
impression.

Consequently, we make as-
sumptions about our new Asian
neighbor or the retired man who
moved into town. And without
realizing or intending to, we treat
that person based on the “informa-
tion” we have in our nonconscious.

This has profound impacts on
community cohesion and success.

In rural communities across the nation, immigrant families from various ethnic backgrounds
have meant a change in population. Center for Rural Affairs staff works with community
leaders to confront challenges when language, religion and ethnic backgrounds are so
diverse. | Photo submitted

The Saturday Night Live skit
“Pat” (if you aren’t familiar, ask
anybody over 50) is a perfect ex-
ample of nonconscious bias. Pat
was an androgynously dressed
person and nobody could tell if
Pat was male or female. The other
characters spent their time trying
to figure it out, and also struggled
with how they should interact.

The characters were not able to
reach into their filing cabinet and
react to what they “know” about a
male or female. They were blocked
from nonconsciously pulling out
their reality of how to interact with
a male compared to a female. We
all do the same, but in “Pat,” there
was a bump in the road that did
not allow them to get that “infor-
mation.” They focused on trying to
determine Pat’s gender before they
could really interact. Crazy, huh?
But true.

Why is this information import-
ant to you and your community?
When we allow hidden biases to
take hold, we make instant deci-
sions about people. We could miss

opportunities to add a richness to
our communities that is otherwise
overlooked.

Create a welcoming community
that strives to look at the person
and not the stereotype. New people
bring new ideas, new families and
new economic growth.

Welcome diversity. Lack of diver-
sity in our towns has been identi-
fied as one of the reasons youth do
not want to return.

Starting today, try putting your
own bump in the road. When you
see someone who does not look
like you, stop for just a second and
ask yourself, “So what?” Take just
a moment to see that person as a
person, and not as a man, woman,
Latino, Latina, old, young, com-
munity outsider, etc. It’s not easy,
but by recognizing our own biases,
we take a step toward not acting
on them.

Having biases is normal, we all
have them. Challenging ourselves
to think beyond those biases will
make our communities better.
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Proposed rule Unfair Practices and Undue Preferences impacts cattle, hog and chicken farmers. If finalized, this rule would return legal rights

to the producers. | Photo by Erin Frank

FAIRNESS, conivuen From pace 8

"HOUSE FIRE,
AN INTERIM FINAL RULE

This rule’s official name is
“Scope of sections 202(a) and (b) of
the Packers and Stockyards Act.”
We call it the “house fire” rule.

When a poultry or livestock
farmer thinks a processor has
done something to harm them,
such as change contract provi-
sions too quickly or too stringent-
ly, they can go to court. Previ-
ously, in order to get the court
to rule in their favor, they had to
prove something impossible: that
the processor’s actions hurt not
only them, but the entire industry
of farmers. That’s like having to
prove to your insurance compa-
ny that your house fire hurt the
whole neighborhood. We wouldn’t
require that of a homeowner, why
should we require it of our farm-
ers?

Another important item: USDA
published two flavors of rules,
interim final and proposed. This
one is interim final, meaning it can
be enforced immediately. USDA
will accept comments on the rule
for 60 days, and can change it by
publishing an additional interim
final rule or final rule.

POULTRY GROWER
RANKING SYSTEMS,
A PROPOSED RULE

Right now, one of the unfair cir-
cumstances that poultry growers
face is how “live poultry dealers”
contract with and pay them for the
birds they raise. Poultry growers
compete against other contractors
who are also selling birds through
a tournament system. The sys-
tem isn’t fair for producers: poul-
try dealers can play favorites or
punish growers who’ve complained
about the system.

The Poultry Grower Ranking
Systems rule puts in place clearer
and fairer guidelines for poultry
dealers to follow when awarding
contracts to farmers.

This rule is a proposed rule.
USDA is accepting comments for
60 days, then will make changes,
and publish a final rule before
enforcing it.

UNFAIR PRACTICES AND
UNDUE PREFERENCES,
A PROPOSED RULE

The Unfair Practices and Un-
due Preferences rule applies to a

broader portion of the meat in-
dustry: impacting cattle, hog and
chicken farmers.

USDA is proposing to more
clearly define unfair business
practices between meat processing
companies and farmers. For ex-
ample, delaying or trying to delay
payment to farmers is an unfair
practice. This rule would also re-
turn legal rights to the producers:
the ability to take a processor to
court, to go to court in their home
district, or to ask for attorney fees
if they go to court.

If this rule is finalized, it will
restore these rights to farmers.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The 60-day comment period on
these three rules ends on Feb. 21,
2017. The task of finalizing the
two proposed rules and potentially
modifying the interim final rule
will fall to the new Secretary of
Agriculture.

These rules should be an easy
decision for the Trump adminis-
tration. Trump campaigned on
promises to help downtrodden
small business people across
America, and these rules do pre-
cisely that.

We'll keep you posted.
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FAIRNESS IN THE LIVESTOCK INDUSTRY

BY ANNA JOHNSON, ANNAJ@CFRA.ORG

SDA took an important it. Provisions in the 2008 Farm tracts, require expensive facility
step in December to im- Bill tightened up the law, requiring upgrades, and punish them when
prove protections for farm-  USDA to increase protections. they complain.
ers, when they introduced In preparation, USDA held lis- USDA then released sever-
three “Farmer Fair Practice tening sessions in 2010 with farm- al draft, or “proposed,” rules to
Rules.” ers across the country. Farmers, address these concerns and to
Much of the livestock indus- at great personal risk, described protect farmers when doing busi-
try is vertically integrated; meat a number of ways meat process- ness with meat processors. The
processors enter into contract ing companies write unfair con- backlash from the processing
agreements with farmers companies was severe, and
to grow livestock. The pro- Congress stepped in. For
cessor owns the feed and Poultry & Meat several years, Congress
animals, and sells them to Livestock Processors forbade USDA from moving
the farmer at a set price. Farmers forward and finalizing the
A law has been on the rules. USDA’s hands were

books since 1921 that - - tied.

supposedly prevents Last year, Congress
processors from impact- lifted that restriction, and
ing the market to this USDA introduced the fol-
degree. However, the law lowing three rules:

was vague enough that
USDA did little to enforce

—SEE FAIRNESS ON PAGE 7
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TO MAKE SURE YOUR VOICE IS HEARD IN POLICY DEBATES. SOME OF YOU JOINED US ON THESE VISITS.

f WITH YOUR HELP, IN 2016, WE SAT DOWN WITH 35 POLICYMAKERS IN NEBRASKA, ACROSS THE MIDWEST AND IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
.



> THANK YOU 2076 DONORS

ADVOCATES

Advocates are donors who give

up to $249 annually.

Aaron Fischbach

Al & Clara Daum

Al Brown

Al Sturgeon

Alan & Cathrine Guebert
Alan Sloup

Alan Taylor

Alexandra McClanahan Shively

Alfred & Carol Turek
Alice Campbell

Alison Gadbow

Alison Krohn

Allan & Joan Benjamin
Allen & Diane Moravec
Amanda Buczynski
Amy Joens

Amy Radding

Andrea Lee Morgan
Andrea Szylvian
Andrew & Angie Norman
Angela Winkler

Anibal Gomez

Anita Menke

Ann Sprayregen

Ann Tashjian

Ann Van Hoff
Annastasia Mullen
Anne Devries

Anne Vidaver

Annikki Marttila

Ardith Sporleder
Angela Winkler

Ariana Taylor-Stanley
Arland & Deloris Mozer
Arlen & Cindy Kempcke
Arlene Renshaw

Arlo Peterson

Art & Arliss McDowell
Art Thompson

Arvin Faig

Ashley Krest

Audrey Mohr

Barb Depew

Barbara & Frank James
Barbara Francisco
Barbara J. Dilly
Barbara Kalbach
Barbara Klubal
Barbara Meyer
Barbara Sanders
Becky Keim

Ben & Helen Zoss

Ben Schole

Ben Shomshor
Bennett & Luella Dejong
Beth Kernes Krause
Beth Smith

Betsy & Michael Gore
Betty & Norman Mapes
Betty Lucas

Betty Poss

Betty Wells

Bev & John Gilbert
Beverly & David Armstrong
Bill & Candace Weaver

Bill & Dorothy Zales

Bill & Kathleen Liebhardt
Bill Gannon

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska
Bob & Ann Quinn

Bob & Betty Miller

Bob & Connie Scharlau
Bob & Joyce Pestal

Bob & Lyda Steiert

Bob & Matilda Rupp
Bonnie & John Wennekamp
Bonnie & Lambert Vacha
Bonnie Andersen

Boots Kretzmeier

Bradley & Erin Jordahl Redlin
Brian & Terri Mentink

Brian Hanson

Bruce McDowell

Bruce Will

Buddi Thompson

Cait Caughey

Carl & Nina Swanson
Carlos & Angela Barcenas
Carlson, Schafer & Davis, P.C., LLO
Carmen Janssen

Carmen Mendenhall

Carol Bodeen

Carol Deardorff

Carol Fries

Carroll Peterson

Cary Nailling

Catherine & Jamie Renshaw
Cathleen Hanson

Charles & Evelyn Foster
Charles & Hertha Lutz
Charles & Joan Shapiro
Charles & Sally Jorgensen
Charles Bubl

Charles Isenhart

Charles Manlove

Charles Rhodes

Charlie & Bette Johnson
Chelsea Krist

Cheryl Brown

Chris & Carol Eisenbeis
Chris & Jeanne Wolff
Chris & Mark Huston
Christian Hertneky
Christina Hettig

Christine Daugherty
Chuck Hassebrook & Kate Borchman
Cindy Bonnet

Cindy Norling

Clark Nichols

Clayton Schubert

Cleo Kottwitz

Cliff & Harrietta Reynolds
Clinton & Cecilia Antholz
Connie & Larry Harvey
Connie Kollasch

Cora Lee Khambatta
Corbin Wheaton

Courtney Dufford

Craig Ficenec

Crystal Hammerschmidt
Cy Wallisch

Cynthia & Lyle Christensen
Dale Nimrod

Dan & Di Nye

Dan Becking

Dan Taylor

Dana Foster

Daniel Hurt

Daniel Looker

Daniel Tschantre

Darcie Kvasnicka
Darline Balm-Demmel
Darrel Parish

Darreld & Rhonda Saltzman
Darryl Birkenfeld

Daryl & Jackie Obermeyer
Dave & Mini Sprague
Dave & Susan Pease
David & Elaine Douds
David & Elsa Larson
David & Gail Prestemon
David & Ginger Podoll
David & Harriet Maser
David & Jacqueline Hladik
David & Marilyn Bloom
David & Michelle Gundy
David & Tracy Hoefer
David Anson

David Beck

David Dvorak

David Emerson

David Ferneau

David Kozlowski

David Kunzweiler

David Madsen

David Meints

David Peck

David Steffensmeier
Dawn Holthus

Deacon Stan Hennen
Dean Johanneck

Deb Doerr

Deb Rost

Debbie Hunsberger
Deborah Jacobs
Deborah Schumacher
Deborah White

Debra Polacek

Deirdre Katten

Del & Carolyn Roper
Del Harsh

Delayne Persson
Delmar Mueller

Delores Phillips

DelLynn & Esther Hay
Denise Johnson

Denise Knotwell

Dennis & Barbara Nebendahl

Dennis & Monica Tomka
Dennis & Ruth Bultman
Dennis Cyboron

Dennis Kruse

Dennis Schill

Dennis Seggern

‘ IN 2016, WE EXCEEDED $14 MILLION IN SMALL BUSINESS LENDING IN THE HISTORY OF THE CENTER. EACH LOAN REPRESENTS A
[

HARD-WORKING ENTREPRENEUR WORKING TO CREATE OPPORTUNITY AND A VIBRANT COMMUNITY.



Diane Wanek

Dick & Elizabeth Leitschuck
Dolores Pieper

Don & Barbara Reeves
Don & Ellie Skokan

Don & Helen Berheim

Don & Kay Wall

Don & Lois Lambrecht

Don Hagedorn

Don Peregrine

Don Schlichting

Don Zahn

Donald & Audrey Pedersen
Donald & Carol Meysenburg
Donald & Gladys Dickerson
Donald & Shirley Sock
Donald Easdale

Donald Pederson

Donald Richardson

Donald Zenk

Donna Bolz

Donna Hansen

Donna Lein

Donna Pence

Donna Smith

Dorothy Holdren & Susan Andelt
Dorothy Ortner

Douglas Little

Drake Suddarth

Duane Tappe

Dwain & Carol Ostrand
Dwight & Janice Lewis
Dwight Sheets

Eddie Broders

Edith Johnson

Edith Zumwalt

Eduardo & Mary Morales
Edward & Bernadette Lange
Edward Frederick

Edward Sherman

Edward Spenner

Edward Spevak

Eileen Paulsen

Elaine Nighswonger

Elaine Nuessmeier

Elaine Schabot

Eli Aguilar

Elias Keim

Elizabeth Clark

Elizabeth Ivers

Elizabeth Lasensky
Elizabeth Queathem

Ellen & Al Fisher

Ellen Hardy

Ellen Walsh-Rosmann & Daniel Rosmann
Elton & Jean Sheets

Emil & Kathryn Dubas
Emilee Pease

Emily Kelly

Emma & George Steen
Erica Parde

Erik Cleveland

Erik Frederickson

Erwin & Margaret Zach
Eugene & Mary Hoffman
Eugene Dawson

Eugenia & Robert Jeary

Eva and Alan Radding
Eve Vogel

Evey Phillips

Evgeny Serebryany
Faith Hagenhofer

Farm Credit Services of America
Felix & Linda Revello
Ferd Hoefner

First Community Bank
Flavia Franco

Flora Leisenring

Fran & Rex Kreutz

Fran McManus

Francis & Joan Joseph
Frank & Deborah Popper
Frank & Mary Siegle
Frank & Nancy Miles
Frank Johannsen

Frank LaMere

Frank Tamborello

Fred Kirschenmann & Carolyn Raffensperger

Fred Obmann

G.Wade Leak and John A Yost
Gail Dunlap

Gary & Sharon Grugel
Gary Boldt

Gary Fehr

Gary Lawrence

Gary Wilcox

Gayland & Marcia Regier
Gene & Laura Bittner
Gene French

George & Karen Johnson
George Gehant

George Rethmeier

George Runck

George Wolf

Georgia Jones

Georgia Miller

Gerald & Glen Royal
Gilbert Gillespie

Glen Ready

Glen Wollman

Glenda Humiston

Gloria Goll

Gordon & Jewell Deichmann
Gordon & Lenni Coulter
Graham Savio

Greg & Victoria Vacha
Greg Ptacek

Greg Reineke & Maxine Adelstein
Greg Seay

Gregory & Anne Isaackson
Gregory Fripp

Gregory Nielsen

Gregory Putnam

Guy Raymond

Gwen Lindberg

Harlan Jacobson

Harland & Corrine Nelson
Harmon Hoff & Eve Ann Shwartz
Harold & Jean Doerr
Harold & Lora Swanson
Harold & Paula Vestermark
Harold Olson

Heather & Jason Holcomb
Helene Hembreiker

THANK YOU 2016 DONORS

Helene Murray

Henry & Barbara Blessing
Henry Winckler

Hildy Feen

Holly Hanson

Inga Haugen

Ingolf Vogeler

Ivan & Sherrill Svoboda
J. Michael Schmidt

J. Roger & Darly Evanson
Jack & Carol Werner
Jack & Kathryn Kibbie
Jack & Mary Ostergard
Jack Cooper

Jack Lee & Sue Forker
Jack Warrick

Jackie Ryan

James & Cheryl Erb
James & Eileen Zentner
James Berge

James Eller

James Kliebenstein
James Nygren

James Vanderloop
James Yon

Jamie Young

Jana Osborn

Jana Seeliger

Jane Flores

Jane Gates

Jane Niemeier

Jane Sooby

Janece & Wayne Mollhoff
Janelle Moran

Janet and Ronald Belitz
Janet Carlson

Janet Lindsteadt

Janet Topolsky

Janice Hellerich

Janis Peak

Jay & Linda Imker

Jay & Patricia Kanel
Jay Hall

Jay Howe

Jean Bailey

Jeannette Bergt

Jeff Gorfine

Jeff Miklovic

Jen Daugherty

Jennifer Carmer-Hall
Jennifer Debin

Jennifer Grabner
Jeremiah Picard
Jeremy Walters

Jerold & Bonnie Hubbard
Jerome Kudlacek

Jerry & Janice Farrell
Jerry & Karen Carolan
Jerry & Kathleen Fullerton
Jerry & Sharon Karr
Jesse & Loxi Wolf
Jessica Boehm

Jessica Ratcliff

Jessie Coffey

Jim & Brenda Dooley
Jim & Carol Barr

Jim & Carolyn Knopik

IN 2016, WE WORKED T0 REBUILD FOOD SYSTEMS ON TWO RESERVATIONS, ASSISTING 150 FAMILIES WITH GARDENS, 80 LOCAL MEMBERS

WITH MARKET VENDING, AND HOSTING OVER 2,200 CUSTOMERS AT A LOCAL MARKET.



+ THANK YOU 2016 DONORS

Jim & Dorothy Brophy
Jim & Judy Helgoth

Jim & Sara Shelton

Jim Bender

Jim Fitzgibbon

Jim Lewis

Jim Miller

Jim Millsap

Joan & Paul Sadowski
Joan Davidson

Joan Gussow

Joan Schnabel

Jodi Roberson

Jodie Pitcock

Joe Reestman

Joe Strong

Joe Twitchell

John & Barb Irwin

John & Eileen Schafersman
John & Jane Fisher-Merritt
John & Joan Niewohner
John & Joan Oeltjen
John & Julie Schutz
John & Lavelle Muller
John & Patricia Buck
John & Sheryl Wightman
John & Stephanie Ebner
John & Susan Arens
John Barrier

John Davidson & Cathy Beard
John Dietz

John Geddie

John Graf

John Gray

John Hoover

John Jankowski

John Kellogg

John Miller

John Pesek

John Proctor

John Ray Gill

John Walker

Johnathan Hladik
JoLynn Yenne

Jon Welch

Jonah Carlson

Jonathan Andelson
Jordan & David Rasmussen
Joyce Wink

Juan Hoefer

Juan Sandoval

Judy & Larry Hilkemann
Julianna Bosmoe

Kane Martin

Karen & Jim Tikalsky
Karen Hansen

Karen Manning

Karene Topp

Karolyn Miksis

Kathleen & Gene Todd
Kathleen Daugherty
Kathleen Grant
Kathleen Johnson
Kathleen Schwery
Kathy Sohn

Katie Nowikow

Kay Morman & David Fosbinder

’ IN 2016, WE LED A FIVE-STATE NETWORK WORKING TO DEVELOP CLEAN ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE IN WAYS THAT REFLECT LOCAL PRIORITIES
1 AND THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY CONCERNS.

Keith & Peggy Mahaney
Kelli Wilmes

Kelly O’Neill

Kelvin Rodolfo

Ken & Jan Danilson

Ken Guenther

Kenneth & Clara Siroky
Kenneth Cookson
Kenneth Dahlberg
Kenneth Muff

Kermit & Wilma Miskell
Kerry Hoffschneider
Kevin & Karen Flanagan
Kevin & Shannon Cooksley
Kevin Fulton

Kevin Greenwood

Kevin M McCarron

Kevin Sauer

Kim Becker

Kim Lecher

Kris Francois

Kristen Raabe

Kristy Barnes

Kurt Elder

Kyle Rosfeld

Kyoki Roberts & Judith Dye
LaDell & Mary Goodroad
LaDonna Brunk

Lance & Doris Ekberg
Lanette Stec

LaRoy & Mary Seaver
Larry & Karen Knuth
Larry & Linda Spomer
Larry & Rebecca Williams
Larry & Shirley Young
Larry Burmeister

Larry Gregg

Laura Seyfer

Laurel Gress

Laverne & Arlene Nelson
LaVon & Craig Griffieon
Lawanda & Delmer Dean
Lawrence & Mary Lou Hultgren
Lawrence Kroeger
Leander & Mary Rerucha
Lee & Dorothy Nelson
Lee Mills

Leisa Stevens

Lela & Ryan Tunnell

Leo & Judy Tammi

Leon & Judy Schwartz
Leonard & Kathy Strope
Leroy & Judy Tejral
LeRoy Jons

Linda & Phil Seipel

Linda Collier

Linda Jones

Linda LeShanna

Lisa & Paul Jasa

Lisa Kucek

Lois Gordon

Lois Luthy

Lonnie Neddenriep
Lorado & Arllys Adelmann
Loren & Jeannie Schieffer
Lorrie Whitaker

Lory Power

Lou Anne Miller

Louise Boyd

Lowell & Marcia Schachtsiek
Lukas Sutton

Luke Jacobsen

Luke Seemann

Lyla Brown

Lyle & Carolyn Wichman
Lyle & Donna Dietzenbach
Lyn Jenkins

Lynda Cruickshank
Lynette Seigley

Lynn & Tracy Belitz

Mace Hack

Madelene Rose

Marcia Forbes

Margaret Alexander
Margaret Dyson-Cobb
Margaret Mellon

Marilyn & Gary Jones
Marilyn McNabb

Marion Kunzman

Marj Manglitz

Marjorie Baumberger
Mark & Juli Hintz

Mark & Melanie Bannister
Mark & Rachel Nelson
Mark & Susan Liebig
Mark & Susan McConnell
Mark & Susan Schulz
Mark Epp & Kathy Wismer-Epp
Mark Giese

Mark Moseman

Mark Nichols

Mark Peterson

Marlene & Robert Rasmussen
Marlene Halverson
Marlene Peters

Martin & Linda Kleinschmit
Martin Massengale
Martin Schaffranek

Marty Strange & Annette Higby
Marvin Boes

Marvin Bryant

Marvin Lange

Marvin Liewer

Marvin Shirley

Mary & Darwin Nielsen
Mary & Jerry Partridge
Mary & Richard Smythe
Mary Ann Bruns

Mary Hanten

Mary Hawkes

Mary Jane Karp

Mary Lou Clark

Mary Lou Mendel

Mary McCall

Mary McKeighan

Mary Phillips

Mary Rogers

Mary Woolsey

Massena Corporation
McNeely-Tilman Farms
Meenakshi Dalal

Megan Patent-Nygren
Mel & Mary Ann Beckman
Meleah Geertsma



Melinda Maendele

Melvin & Delores Meister
Merlin & Evelyn Volkmer
Merlin & Marcia Fick
Merlin & Rita Friesen
Michael & Barbara Wahler
Michael & Regula Russelle
Michael McMinn

Michael McMullen
Michael Phillips

Michael Yoder

Mick & Nancy Puckett
Mike & Cecilia Heimes
Mike Hechtner

Mike Waltemath
Milledgeville State Bank
Milo Alexander

Milton & Janis Emry
Miriam Lewin

Mitchell Ohnoutka
Monica Usasz

Morris & Phyllis Smith
Nancy Athey

National Center for Appropriate Technology
Neil & Jean Priefert

Neil Mesner

Nic Swiercek

Norene Fitzgerald

Norm & Susan West
Norma and Jerry Wilson
Norman & Mary Frey
Norman Frank

Norman Leuenberger
Norman Odell

Norris & Suzanne Albaugh
Northeast Nebraska RC & D
OP Marie Louise Seckar
Oren & Joyce Vogt

Orrin Strand

Orville Feyerherm

Otto & Barbara Doering
Paige Dietrich

Pam Edwards

Pat & Adell Ryan

Pat & Norman Wallman
Pat Kubly

Patricia Arnold

Patrick & Linda Rogers
Patrick Bauer

Patrick McCaffery

Paul & Patricia Hamrick
Paul Conway

Paul Dicke

Paul Hopper

Paul Tippery

Paul Wilson

Paula & Steve Gagnon
Paula Mares

Paula Murrish

Pauline Hansen

Peggy & Ronald Egertsen
Peter Mark Graff

Peter Raun

Peter Von Christierson
Phelps County Development Corporation
Philip Margolis

Philip Ryan

Phillip & Debbie Nielsen
Phyllis Swigart

R. Dale Melia

R. Todd Gabbard

R.W. Handley

Ralph & Beverly Holzfaster
Ralph Surprenant

Randolph Roth & Allison Sweeney

Randy & Susan Moody
Randy Hague

Randy Helgerson

Randy Lukasiewicz

Randy Rink

Ray Greeley

Ray Hansen

Raymond & Nancy Powell
Rebecca Abts Wright

Regan O’Hanlon

Rego Jones

Rena Conner

Renee & Richard O’Brien
Rev. James F Novotny

Rev. Phillip & Virginia Olson
Rev. Roger Verley

Rex & Kathleen Gogerty
Rex & Sally Miller

Rhea Landholm

Rhoda Bjelland

Rhonda Flurry

Richard & Marilyn Ogle
Richard & Rosalie Kleinschmidt
Richard Grosshauser
Richard Little & Tonya Haigh
Richard McManus

Richard Nation

Richard Todd & Patricia Haswell
Richard Wynne

Richard Zimola

Rita Ormsby

Rob Gleason

Robert & Deborah Alexander
Robert & Edith Zahniser
Robert & Eleanor Kraenow
Robert & Gudrun Warrick
Robert & Peggy Rover
Robert & Phyllis Narveson
Robert & Rosella Bear
Robert & Susan Chaffin
Robert Bataille

Robert Brooke

Robert Doriss & Jean Bonnet
Robert Hitchcock

Robert Johnson

Robert McNeill

Robert Noel Patten

Robert Rogman

Robert Stoddard

Robert Thompson & Melissa Will
Robin Matthews

Robin Metzner

Rod Barr

Rodney & Beverly Hannan
Roger & Freda Hoffman
Roger & Gail Osten

Roger & Marianne Hunt

THANK YOU 2016 DONORS

Roger Johnson

Roger Shanle

Rollie Henkes

Rollin and Joyce Howell
Ron & Lois Todd-Meyer
Ron & Marilyn Hanson
Ron & Marilyn Prochaska
Ron & Nancy Vos

Ron Johnson

Ron Kroese

Ronald & Susan Meyer
Ronald Busch

Ronald Koester

Ronda Adam

Rory Mikkonen

Rose Drain

Roselyn & George O’Connell
Roslyn Willett

Ross & Lorena Blount
Roxanne Smith

Roy Kaufman

Russell Daehling
Russell Lang

Russell Salisbury & Elsie Tuss
Rusty Hilgenkamp

Rusty Shipley

Ruth Ann Schultz

Ruth Blocker

Ruth Johnson

Ruth Tonachel

Ryan Gossling

Ryan Pekarek

Ryan Stockwell

Sam Cordes & Trish Brown
Sam Jilka

Sandra Atkinson

Sandra Holder

Santiago Vasquez

Sarah Collyer

Sarah Gilbert

Sarah Grant

Sarah Paxton

Sarah Roehl

Sarah Smith

Sayeed Hasan

Scott & Carol Davis
Scott & Melea Kinkaid
Scott & Wendy Kubik
Scott Kingery

Shannon Moncure

Shari Sirkin

Sharon Eisenberg & David Oien
Sharon Hoffman

Shawn Stecklein

Sheila Knoploh-Odole
Sheryl Reda

Shirley Dean

Shirley Wenzel

Sister Therese Bangert
Sonya & Myron Salamon
Stacy Maurer

Stan & Alice Kumm

Stan Jensen

Stan Yogi & David Carroll
Stanley Pomberg
Steffen & Janet Helgaas

IN 2016, WE LAUNCHED AN EFFORT TO CONNECT BEGINNING FARMERS TO RETIRING FARMERS WITH EXPIRING FEDERAL FARM CONSERVATION
CONTRACTS. THE PROJECT WILL EXPAND USE OF A PROVISION YOU HELPED WIN IN THE 2014 FARM BILL.



s THANK YOU 2076 DONORS

Stephen & Joanna Reno
Stephen Charles Mott
Stephen Hopkins & Sara Andreason
Stephen Lecuyer & Joan O’Connell
Stephen Tiwald

Stephen Twitchell
Stephen Webster

Steve & Lisa McConnell
Steve & Lynn Carnes
Steve Svarvari

Steven Espeland
Steven Gordon

Steven Wehmer

Sue & Scott Gardner
Susan Baumert

Susan Frembgen

Susan Gillies

Susan Glissman

Susan Jutz

Susan Kotas

Suzette Cuny

Tad & Erin Williams
Tammy Yarmon

Tana Hofstetter

Tawnya Skinner

Ted & Elaine Phillips
Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge
Terry & Eileen Sestak
Terry & Kim Mosel

Terry Dittmer

Theodore & Mona Thieman
Thomas Cunningham
Thomas Hodson
Thomas Lynch

Thomas Ringenberg
Thomas Thelen

Thomas Wellington

Tim & Lisa Fossa

Tim Fickenscher

Tim Nissen

Tim Rinne & Kay Walter
Timothy & Marie Powell
Timothy Lambert

Tini Van-Oehlertz

Todd Holmes

Tom & Denesse Willey
Tom & Donna Steffen
Tom & Gretchen Pesek
Tom Grau

Tom Means

Tom Nekoliczak

Tom Parks

Tom Pederson

Tom Spiess

Tom Tomas

Tommy Mullen

Toni Wright

Tony & Patty Brown
Tony Wolk & Lindy Delf
Tracy Noel

Travis Dunekacke
Trevor & Kimberly Preston
Troy & Susan Kash-Brown
Troy Schroeder

Tyler & Melissa Vacha
Verlon & Elaine Vrana
Vern & Delores Jantzen

Vernon & Betty Johnson
Vernon Williams

Vickie & Wayne McLane
Victor & Marlys Jensen
Virgil & Mary Tworek-Hofstetter
Virginia Stuhr

W.W. & Marcie Frevert
Walt Bagley

Wanda Small

Warrick Farms

Wayne & Judy Rasmussen
Wayne Hansen

Wayne Sorenson

Wes & Marilyn Geidel

Wes and Joan Jackson
West Point News

William Bryan

William Deutsch

William Knight & Carolyn Ristau
William Stoms

Yang Park

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS

Institutional funders are government agencies,
foundations and businesses that provide funding
for specific initiatives.

ArtPlace America

Blooming Prairie Foundation
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska
Botanical Interests Company
Brehmer Manufacturing

Central Valley Ag

Clif Bar Family Foundation

CNA Automotive Services
Community Catalyst

Daniel A. Smith

Decatur Riverfront Storage, LLC
Dregalla Family Dentistry

Earl May Company
Energy Foundation
Farm Aid
Farm and Home Insurance Agency, Inc.
First Northeast Bank of Nebraska
Future of Decatur Foundation Fund
Garfield Foundation
Granary Foundation
Hardsteel, Inc.
High Stakes Foundation
Hiway Cafe
Holland Foundation
Howard G. Buffett Foundation
Humanities Nebraska
Hy-Vee One Step Community Garden Grant
Jensen’s Plumbing & Heating, Inc.
Johnny’s Selected Seeds
Lane’s Tree Service
Lincoln Community Foundation,

Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund
Lincoln Community Foundation,

Family Farm Fund
Linda’s Shear Impressions
Lyons Community Club
Mark Lorensen Lumber And Grain, LLC
McKnight Foundation

Meadow Creature, LLC

Melissa’s Miracles Daycare

National Farm to School Network

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation

National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

Nebraska Arts Council

Nebraska Department of Agriculture

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development

Newman’s Own Foundation

Olson Plumbing & Heating, LLC

Patagonia

Petal Pushers

Peter Kiewit Foundation

RE-AMP Network

Save More Market

Sherwood Foundation

Slaughter Rentals

Small Business Administration,
Microloan Program

Small Business Administration,
Women'’s Business Center

South Dakota Community Foundation

Stillman Construction

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education

Territorial Seed Company

Trout Unlimited

United States Department of Agriculture,
Farm Service Agency

United States Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service

United States Department of Agriculture,
National Institute of Food and Agriculture

United States Department of Agriculture,
Natural Resource Conservation Service

United States Department of Agriculture,
Risk Management Agency

United States Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development

United States Department of Treasury,
Community Development Financial
Institution Fund

University of Nebraska, Rural Futures Institute

Vetick Construction

Walton Family Foundation

Weitz Family Foundation

William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

Woods Charitable Fund

CAPITAL PARTNERS & INVESTORS

Capital partners and investors provide capital
to revolving loan funds operated by the Center
for Rural Affairs and the Rural Investment
Corporation.

First National Bank
Lincoln Community Foundation,
Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund
Nebraska Department of Economic
Development
Nebraska Enterprise Fund
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Sherwood Foundation
Small Business Administration
United States Department of Agriculture
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation

+ IN 2016, WE WORKED ALONGSIDE YOU AND IN PARTNERSHIP WITH ALLIES TO CLOSE THE HEALTH INSURANCE GAP THAT LEAVES
2.6 MILLION AMERICANS WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE.



