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The Center for Rural Affairs was one of 14 partners within the Heartland Regional Food Business 
Center, which has pivoted into the Heartland Coalition after losing its main funding source. CFRA 
staff offered technical assistance to local producers, including Perennial Homestead north of 
Omaha, Nebraska, who were able to update their website and improve marketing for their roadside 
stand and online store.  |  Photo by Kylie Kai
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‘We won’t stop’: the Heartland Food Business Coalition 
carries on when funding falls short
B y  K j e r s t e n  H y b e r g e r  a n d  J e s s i e  E b y

T
he Heartland Regional 
Food Business Center was 
established in 2023 as a 
resource for farmers and 
entrepreneurs. The pro-
gram was created as part 

of a national initiative to strength-
en America’s food supply. In two 
short years, the Heartland Center 
helped more than 1,330 farmers 
and food entrepreneurs take steps 
toward building stronger local food 
systems and awarded more than 
$3.7 million in grants to small 
businesses.

Our momentum was suddenly 
interrupted in July 2025, when 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
announced its intent to end fund-
ing for this initiative.

As the Center for Rural Affairs 
(CFRA), we were proud to be one 
of 14 partners to make up the 
Heartland Center, along with 20 
collaborators in Nebraska, Kan-
sas, Oklahoma, Iowa, Missouri, 
and Arkansas. CFRA provided 
technical assistance to applicants 
and helped spread the word about 
available resources.

—See Heartland Food Business Coalition on page 3

Rural advocates honored
B y  R h e a  L a n d h o l m ,  r h e a l @ c f r a . o r g

T
he Center for Rural Affairs 
has recognized five out-
standing people and busi-
nesses building strong and 
vibrant rural communities 
as part of Center’s annual 

awards.
“Each year, we honor the rural 

champions who help us accom-

plish so much for rural America,” 
said Brian Depew, executive direc-
tor. “This group of award winners 
has gone above and beyond to lay 
the foundation for a better rural 
future.”

The following will be presented 
to each recipient this spring:
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Rural advocates, continued from page 1

Seventh Generation Award:
Al Davis of Lincoln, Nebraska

A lifelong Sandhills rancher 
and former state senator, Al has 
engaged in multiple areas of the 
Center’s work over decades, in 
addition to serving his community 
and the state. 

The Hyannis native served in 
the Legislature from 2013-17 and 
is a founding member of the Inde-
pendent Cattlemen of Nebraska.

The Seventh Generation Award 
is a lifetime service award present-
ed to an individual or individuals 
who have made major contribu-
tions to improving rural life and 
protecting our land and water.

Citizenship Award:
Mitch Schlegelmilch of Exeter, Nebraska

Mitch is board president of 
Greg’s Market, a community gro-
cery store owned by the Exeter 
Investment Group. 

He testified in the Nebraska 
Legislature in support of a grocery 
store bill in spring 2024 and has 
worked with the Center to advance 
grocery legislation while advocat-
ing for his community and grocery 
store. Mitch has also participated 
in events hosted by the Center to 
spread the word about Exeter’s 
unique 24-hour self service store 
operating model.

The Citizenship Award is given 
to an individual or individuals who 
actively participate in the civic pro-
cess of creating public policy, and 
who work closely with the Center 
to advance public policies that 
strengthen family farms, ranches, 
and rural communities.

Rural Community Champion Award:
Sandro Lopes of David City, Nebraska

As owner and operator of Huerto 
Regenerativo NaTerra, Sandro is 
a native Brazilian hailing from the 
heart of the Amazon Rainforest. He 
is a leader in his community and 
in the regenerative farming move-
ment in Nebraska. 

Sandro farms using Indigenous 
techniques that he loves sharing 
with others including youth. He 
supports other beginning farmers 
in gaining land access.

The Rural Community Champi-
on Award is bestowed to a person 
or persons who work with the 
Center and make extraordinary 
contributions to building commu-
nity engagement within their own 
communities. People who receive 
this award provide a model for 
innovation, stewardship, or com-
munity development.

Entrepreneur Award:
Tony and Amber Ellsworth 
of Waterloo, Nebraska

The owners of Ellsworth Cross-
ing, a farm-to-fork market, offer a 
variety of local foods while empha-
sizing customer service. They pride 
themselves on providing natural, 
locally sourced food and involve 
their children in the business.

The Entrepreneur Award rec-
ognizes entrepreneurs who have 
received Center services and 
achieved remarkable success in 
business while demonstrating the 
values of innovation, community 
leadership, and social responsibil-
ity.

Partner Award:
Ben Jewell of Lincoln, Nebraska

Ben has dedicated more than 
12 years to strengthening local 
and regional food systems. The 
associate extension educator with 
Rural Prosperity Nebraska at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln has 
made significant contributions to 
Nebraska’s food security and agri-
cultural communities. 

As a key member of the Ne-
braska Regional Food Systems 
Initiative, Ben helped to secure the 
largest-ever U.S. Department of 
Agriculture farm-to-school grant 
for Nebraska. He brought togeth-
er food partners from across the 
state, including the Center, to cre-
ate the Nebraska Rural Farmers 
Market Handbook. He organizes 
farm and food business workshops 
and was involved in the Heartland 
Regional Food Business Center.

The Partner Award is presented 
to an individual or organization 
that best exemplifies partner-
ship to the Center. This person 
or organization has demonstrated 
outstanding support to the Cen-
ter and exceptional dedication to 
either community or economic 
development.
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Fortunately, alongside our part-
ners we are continuing our mis-
sion under the new name Heart-
land Food Business Coalition.

Why and how we got our start
Empty grocery shelves during 

the COVID-19 pandemic prompt-
ed conversations about local and 
regional connections in the food 
supply chain. As families worried 
about how to put food on their ta-
bles, we became aware of just how 
reliant we were on a large-scale, 
national food system. Folks began 
to realize that shifting reliance 
toward local food sources was vital 
for community resilience.

The need for a stronger infra-
structure to meet demand was 
clear. As a result, the Heartland 
Center was among 12 regional food 
business centers that were creat-
ed to help support the local food 
supply chain.

How our work was impacting farmers and 
food businesses

The federal grant contract 
awarded in June 2023 was ex-
pected to run through May 2027, 
providing seed funding for on-the-
ground organizations to build on-
going support for local and region-
al farm and food businesses.

The Heartland Center helped 
launch 39 new food business-
es, with $3.7 million in awards. 
Funded projects include adding 
a commercial kitchen, upgrading 
freezers, adding refrigerated deliv-

ery vehicles, and upgrading prod-
uct packaging.

Our impact went beyond fund-
ing. We also provided technical 
assistance to more than 1,330 
individuals and facilitated 145 new 
partnerships and collaborations 
bridging agriculture with nutrition, 
health, and community develop-
ment.

A loss for communities
The loss of funding canceled 

round two of the Business Build-
er grant, which was a devastating 
blow to those planning to apply. 
Without this funding, new prod-
ucts won’t make it to our grocery 
stores, producers won’t be able 
to make the infrastructure im-
provements they had planned, and 
many first-time entrepreneurs will 
miss out on the opportunity to 
transform their ideas into viable 
businesses. These aren’t abstract 
losses—each one represents food 
that won’t be grown, processed, or 
sold locally.

When our producers are affect-
ed, the entire community feels it. 
Less support for local food busi-
nesses ultimately means more 
dependence on the long supply 
chains that are often fragile, ex-
pensive, and disconnected from 
our communities.

New name, same mission
As the Heartland Regional Food 

Business Center “closed,” the 
Heartland Coalition was created to 

continue this work.
The Heartland Coalition’s work 

aligns with the work of many of 
these organizations, so they are 
able to dedicate limited resources 
to supporting our reorganization. 
However, for most, continued 
participation will depend on future 
funding raised to support our 
work.

Moving forward, we will focus on 
providing technical assistance for 
food producers and entrepreneurs, 
advocating for Rural Health Trans-
formation Program funding, sup-
porting food hubs, coordinating 
supply chain logistics, and coali-
tion building.

We won’t stop
The Heartland Coalition proves 

that true agricultural resilience 
isn’t built on federal funding 
alone—it’s built on the determi-
nation of farmers, entrepreneurs, 
and communities who refuse to let 
setbacks define their future. The 
relationships forged, businesses 
launched, and knowledge shared 
through this initiative have created 
a network that transcends any sin-
gle program.

Together, we’re pivoting so we 
can write the next chapter of food 
security and economic vitality in 
the Heartland, powered not by fed-
eral dollars but by the unwavering 
belief that our communities de-
serve resilient, locally rooted food 
systems.

Heartland Food Business Coalition, continued from page 1

Empty grocery shelves during the COVID-19 pandemic prompted conversations about local and regional connections in the food supply chain. The 
Center for Rural Affairs took action by joining a coalition that helped launch 39 new food businesses and awarded $3.7 million.  |  Photo by Kylie Kai
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E
ven though close to 19% of 
the population of Fremont, 
Nebraska—over 5,000 
people—is Latino, until re-
cently, the area lacked day 
cares that provided services 

specific to those families.
Elida Canjura decided it was 

time to change that, and opened 
Ely Children Care, the first bilin-
gual child care center in the area. 
She serves three families.

“Even though I only have a few 
kids, one of the things I’m focusing 
on is the quality of services and 
getting my name out there and 
also helping the families here,” 
said Elida.

She understands the challenges 
Latino families face all too well. 
Elida came to the U.S. from El 
Salvador in 2014 to be closer to 
her mom. Later, she navigated the 
process for obtaining the permits 
and licensing required to open her 
business.

“I lived through not being able to 
have child care as a mom and fac-
ing all the barriers that come with 
being an immigrant in the U.S., 
like the language and the cultural 
differences,” she said. “My back-

ground is in education, and I was 
a teacher in my country. That was 
a big part of what pushed me and 
helped me to see the need for child 
care in Fremont.”

Elida has over 10 years of teach-
ing experience at the junior high 
and high school level in El Salva-
dor and also spent time working 
with young children. She opened 
her child care business in Novem-
ber 2024 and now has her five-
year operational license.

Recently, Elida participated in a 
Childcare Accelerator Award Pro-
gram presented by the Center for 
Rural Affairs Women’s Business 
Center (WBC), Stearns Bank, and 
the Association of Women’s Busi-
ness Centers. The Center’s WBC 
was among seven across the coun-
try selected to serve as accelerator 
hubs and to receive grant funding.

After completing the program, 
participating child care businesses 
each received a $10,000 Childcare 
Accelerator Award Program Grant 
by Stearns Bank. The funding 
helped Elida remodel and make 
updates and upgrades to her child 
care facility.

“For me, it was a great oppor-

tunity, and I got to work with 
wonderful people,” she said. “This 
program was the first step in the 
ladder to making my dream come 
true!”

Helping the growing Latino com-
munity in her area is one of Elida’s 
top priorities. She wants to show 
the people of Fremont that most 
immigrants are coming to the city 
because they want to help build a 
brighter future for everyone.

“For me, providing child care 
services is vital,” she said. “My 
philosophy is to serve others, and I 
want to help facilitate people being 
able to go to work.”

All her big plans and dreams 
feel more possible now, Elida said. 
And she is thankful for the Child-
care Accelerator Program getting 
her started on this journey.

“I am very grateful for the 
Center because, for me, the pro-
gram was the light, the beacon, 
that I needed so I could take off,” 
said Elida. “We will grow and take 
advantage of the tools that places 
like the Center provide. Many of 
us in the Hispanic community will 
face many barriers, but it is not 
impossible!”

Bilingual child care services are vital for town’s next  
generation, says business owner
B y  L i z  S t e w a r t

Elida Canjura owns the first bilingual day care center in Fremont, Nebraska. She recently participated in the Center’s Childcare Accelerator Award 
Program, designed to assist licensed child care providers in scaling operations, expanding services, and improving sustainability in their communities.  
|  Photo by Kylie Kai
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H
ealth care providers and 
individuals face major 
challenges from a trio of 
policies set in motion by 
the One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act (OBBBA) and Con-

gress’s failure thus far to extend 
expiring Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
subsidies. Without significant 
state and federal intervention, the 
country faces a growing crisis that 
could lead to rising numbers of 
uninsured Americans and the clo-
sure of numerous rural hospitals 
and health facilities.

Expiring subsidies and skyrocketing 
premiums will result in more uninsured 
Americans

Many Americans are grappling 
with rising health insurance pre-
miums for health coverage through 
the ACA’s Marketplace. Because 
Congress allowed ACA enhanced 
premium tax credits (subsidies) 
to expire at the end of 2025, costs 
are expected to more than dou-
ble. Currently, over 90% of ACA 
enrollees, or more than 22 million 
people, receive the subsidy.

According to the National Rural 
Health Association, 35% of rural 
workers are not offered health 
insurance by their employer, as 
rural people are more likely to be 
self-employed or work for small 
employers. As of August 2025, 2.8 
million rural residents were en-
rolled in Marketplace health plans, 
with 80% receiving a zero-premi-
um plan as a result of the subsi-
dies.

With enhanced subsidies gone 
and premiums rising, many will 
likely forgo purchasing health in-
surance. Reduced enrollment will 
create additional strain on medical 
facilities to provide care that may 
not be compensated, worsening 
the financial struggles many rural 
hospitals and clinics already face.

Cuts to Medicaid and SNAP threaten indi-
viduals, hospitals, and local economies

The OBBBA legislation signed 
into law in July 2025 ushered 
in major reforms set to cut $911 
billion in Medicaid spending over 
the next decade. Medicaid provides 
health coverage for low-income, 
pregnant, elderly, or disabled 
Americans, with more than 20% 
of the U.S. population, nearly 70 
million people, enrolled in the 
program.

Rural areas have higher rates of 
Medicaid enrollment than urban 
areas, with 1 in 4 rural residents 
relying on the program, making it 
a critical source of funding helping 
keep rural hospitals open.

The Supplemental Nutrition  
Assistance Program (SNAP) is 
another crucial program that helps 
safeguard health by ensuring 
low-income individuals and fami-
lies have access to food. SNAP was 
unfortunately also on the OBBBA 
chopping block, receiving marked 
cuts with the passage of the law. 

Once changes are fully enacted, 
the Congressional Budget Office 
anticipates that 4 million people, 
including families with children, 
older adults, people with disabil-
ities, and veterans, will see SNAP 
benefits significantly cut or elimi-
nated, having a significant multi-

plier effect on local food systems 
and families’ spending power.

Access to health care is required for a 
healthy rural America

To have thriving rural commu-
nities, the people who live there 
must have equitable, affordable, 
and reliable access to health care.

As the OBBBA policies are rolled 
out over the next few years, states 
will be forced to grapple with the 
fallout. At the very least, decision 
makers must endeavor to limit 
harm by implementing changes in 
ways that mitigate burdens and 
limit unnecessary loss of coverage 
or benefits. Efforts should include 
providing public outreach and ed-
ucation on new conditions for cov-
erage, such as work requirements 
or documentation, and ensuring 
sensible exemptions for individu-
als with extreme hardships.

Creating a healthy rural Amer-
ica requires ensuring that every 
resident has the access they need 
to resources that support their 
health and well-being. It’s more 
important than ever to hold our 
leaders accountable and speak up 
about the realities of how these 
cuts directly impact our families 
and neighbors. By working togeth-
er, we can continue to build a fu-
ture where rural communities are 
healthy, strong, and resilient.

After decisions made by Congress last year, the country faces a growing crisis that could lead to 
rising numbers of uninsured Americans and the closure of numerous rural hospitals and health 
facilities.  |  Photo by Rhea Landholm

The perfect storm: as health policies start to take effect, 
rural states will suffer
B y  H e i d i  K o l b e c k - U r l a c h e r,  h e i d i k u @ c f r a . o r g
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You can go home again: conservation fellow leaves city life 
behind, brings sustainable practices to family farm
B y  L i z  S t e w a r t

F
ive miles north of Pierce, 
Nebraska, sits the 80-acre 
farm where Denice Han-
sen was raised. She spent 
a childhood working cow/
calf pairs, feeder cattle, and 

growing row crops and garden veg-
etables. After living in Omaha, she 
and her husband are now back on 
the farm.

Their move gave Denice’s dad 
the chance to gradually step back 
from farm work. Along with her 
husband, Denice has taken on 
more tasks and learned how chal-
lenging farm life can be.

“Small farming is becoming 
harder, with more risk and less 
profitability,” she said. “Tradi-
tional farmers are pigeonholed by 
what we can make, so including 
sustainable practices is not only 
financially beneficial by reducing 
our input costs, but it also returns 
nutrients back to our soil, which 
is the foundation of everything we 
do.”

This realization impressed upon 
Denice the importance of making 
changes to keep things going, and 
she has been looking for ways to 
diversify their farm. One way is 
growing mushrooms, something 
she could grow in the ‘off season’ 
indoors.

Denice’s interest led her to apply 
to the Center for Rural Affairs 
Beginning Farmer Conservation 
Fellowship Program. To be eligi-
ble for the fellowship, beginning 
farmers must be actively farming 
in Nebraska for less than 10 years. 
The program emphasizes a variety 
of conservation topics essential to 
farming.

As part of the conservation 
fellowship, farmers design and im-
plement a project. Denice’s project 
involves purchasing a freeze dryer 
to increase the lifespan of her har-
vested mushrooms.

“Lots of people say they are in-
terested in fresh mushrooms, but 
I haven’t had the return I wanted,” 
Denice said. “I’m not able to do 
many farmers markets, so I’d like 
to try making teas and tinctures 
that can be sold year round online, 
or in local stores.”

While the project is still in the 
works, Denice’s dedication to the 
cause drives her forward. She and 
her farmer mentor email back 
and forth about ideas and remain 
enthusiastic about her project’s 
prospects.

Until she’s able to purchase 
the machine, Denice continues to 
improve other areas of the farm. 
She started a compost system and 
implemented no-till in her garden, 
while her husband planted a cover 
crop in their cornfield. They also 
raise cow/calf pairs, and have land 
reserved for row crops where they 

grow corn and beans.
“Both of us would love to do 

more, but it’s hard to take the 
risks and put in the time it takes 
to convert to organic when the 
farm is barely making it as is,” 
Denice said. “It’s hard to just 
switch everything you’re doing 
at once, so I’m hoping we can do 
some smaller test plots and build 
from there.”

Denice is grateful to have 
learned so much during the fellow-
ship to help her define and work 
toward her goals.

“It was really an honor, and I 
was very surprised to be chosen,” 
Denice said. “I’ll keep farming 
because I want to save it—I want 
nothing more than to preserve this 
way of life.”

For more information, visit 
cfra.org/beginning-farmer- 
conservation-fellowship-program.

Denice Hansen discovered mushrooms as a way to diversify her farm. As a Center conservation 
fellow, Denice is working on a project that involves purchasing a freeze dryer to increase the 
lifespan of her harvested mushrooms. |  Photo by Kylie Kai
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Federal immigration actions, continued from page 8

have made great progress in build-
ing communities that are more 
welcoming, economically vibrant, 
and culturally diverse.

The current and aggressive 
approach to immigration enforce-
ment threatens this progress. As 
we see from the examples, the 
dragnet approach is ensnaring 
citizens and non-citizens alike, 
legal residents, and even children. 
These federal actions ignore basic 
law enforcement safety protocols 
and constitutionally rooted rights. 
Without a fundamental change, 
we’re likely to see more, not less, 
of this in our communities in the 
months ahead.

Consider, the rule of law under-
lies our individual and collective 
ability to do much of anything—
start businesses, operate public 
institutions, and go about our 
personal lives. A breakdown in 
the basic tenets of the law and 
the apparatus of enforcement 
has far-reaching and deleterious 
implications for our communities 
and the values that the Center 
advances.

These ought not be controversial 
statements. They are deeply em-
bedded American values, springing 
from the Constitution, and long 
held by the legislative, adminis-
trative, and judicial branches of 
government.

The current situation is neither 
fair nor just nor sustainable. A 
different way is possible. The Cen-
ter has called on Congress to take 
action on comprehensive immigra-
tion reform for nearly two decades. 
The vast majority of Americans 
support the same. 

The decades-long failure to 
enact positive immigration law is 
actively harming rural commu-
nities. Comprehensive reform is 
necessary to create a humane, 
sensible, and sustainable basis for 
immigration policy in our country. 
Enforcement action must then also 
operate within the bounds of the 
Constitution and our laws.
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Thanks for the w
ork you do.

Wish you all the be
st as we

work together to s
upport

rural America and a just

and sustainable s
ociety. 

-John & Pat Muntz,

Hutchinson, KS  

Thank you for persevering
and building hope inchallenging times. -Kent Lewandowski,Oakland, CA 

It continues
 to be my honor

to support y
our worthy work.

Wishing you c
ontinued

success and
 many rewarding

projects in 2
026 and beyond

. 

-Deborah Jacobs,

Brainerd, MN  

Thank you f
or your

work with local gro
cery

stores and s
mall

businesses.

 ~Peg Bouska, 

Iowa City, IA 

Keep up 
the good

 work!

We enjoy y
our work with

entrepre
neurs in 

NE & IA

and work with Latino and

Native com
munities. 

 -Charisse H
utton & 

Joe Lesia
k, Hamden, CT

Below is correspondence that we've received recently
and wanted to share with you. Feel free to send us a
note at info@cfra.org or PO Box 136, Lyons, NE 68038.
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Look inside: The perfect storm
As federal health policies take effect, rural states will suffer

From the executive director:

Federal immigration actions affect rural communities, too
B y  B r i a n  D e p e w,  b r i a n d @ c f r a . o r g

W
hile the presence and 
actions of federal agents 
in Minnesota’s Twin 
Cities were a high-pro-
file national news story 
earlier this year, federal 

agents have also been active in 
small cities and rural communities 
across the country.

For instance, a news report from 
Saint Peter, Minnesota, a town of 
12,000 people in the southwest 
part of the state, included video 
footage of ICE agents recklessly 
stopping the car of a local wom-
an observing them from the road. 
Three masked agents approached 
her car, guns drawn and aimed at 
the driver. 

Federal agents also surged into 
largely rural Maine earlier this 
year. In Lewiston, Maine, a town 
of 37,000, local news reported 

that many residents opted to avoid 
school and work out of fear of 
being targeted. Family members, 
lawyers, and local officials all re-
ported that many of those detained 
were legally present asylum seek-
ers with no criminal record. 

In Ohio and Oregon and else-
where, you can find similar news 
reports of aggressive immigration 
enforcement action far from major 
metropolitan areas. 

Center staff, too, have seen 
firsthand how the rapidly chang-
ing federal enforcement climate 
is affecting communities where 
we work. Heightened concern 
about being profiled or otherwise 
caught up in the current dragnet 
approach has led to residents who 
are scared to engage in public life, 
operate their businesses, or go to 
work.

A different way is possible
Rural America is often char-

acterized as mostly white and 
a place with few newly arriving 
immigrants. Those of us who work 
in small towns across the country 
know this generalization is not 
accurate. Accepting that, but for 
Native Americans, we are all immi-
grants to our places, newly arriv-
ing Americans have been making 
a home in and contributing to our 
small towns and rural communi-
ties for decades, often breathing 
new life into local economies.

As new residents arrived, the 
Center built programming to help 
both long-time residents and new-
comers create welcoming commu-
nities where everyone can be a full 
participant in local civic, econom-
ic, and cultural life. Together, we 

—See Federal immigration actions on page 7



The Center placed business loans totaling $7.3 million last year. Your support helps us keep circulating these 
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This list reflects funders of the Center for Rural Affairs and its subsidiaries 
from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2025. 

Granary Foundation donors
The Granary Foundation is the Center’s endowment fund. Gifts to the Granary 
are invested and the income is used to support the Center’s mission. Please 
contact us if you would like to discuss making a gift to the Granary Foundation 
or would like to include the Center in your estate plan.

John & Susan Arens
Elsberg Family Foundation Fund
Jane & Loren Yule

Center for Rural Affairs donors
We’re pleased to honor our 2025 donors. Your generosity and dedication empower the Center’s work to build a vibrant, 
welcoming, and just rural America.

—Continued on Page B2
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(*) indicates members of our Evergreen Society, who have committed to monthly or quarterly gifts.
(+) indicates matching donors, who provide special year-end gifts that inspire donors throughout our fundraising drives.

$250 to $999

Jessica Caban*
Steven & Lynn Carnes*
Ralph & Madeline Copenhaver 

Designated Fund
Sam Cordes & Trish Brown
Diane Curran & Ferd Hoefner
Carol Deardorff
Ronald & Joan Ellermeier
Alvin Eshe*
Cynthia Farmer*
Janaki Fisher-Merritt
Wyatt & Jeanie Fraas*
Charles & Barbara Francis
Deb & Tom Frank
Lisa & Jim French
Rebecca Gould*
Dan & Norma Green
Mark Gustafson & Dianne Travers 

Gustafson
Hawley Hamlet Neighborhood Garden, 

Inc
Hertneky Farms LLC
Roger Hill
Catharine Huddle
Deborah Jacobs
Vern & Delores Jantzen
Royce & Carol Janzen
Anne Jenkins
Claude & Linda Jensen
Ron J. Johnson & Mary Beck
Kylie & Brenn Kai*
Charles & Margaret Karpf+
Barbara Klubal & Jan Svec
Cleo Kottwitz
Barb Kudera
Bob Kuzelka*
Ross & Carole Larson+
Lila Laux
G. Wade Leak & Jay Yost
Joe Lesiak & Charisse Hutton
Mark & Susan Liebig*
Matt Liebman & Laura Merrick
Marvin Liewer
Jillian Linster*

Audrey Lutz Musilek+
Charles Manlove
Donald & Gail Marti
Robin Matthews
Alexandra McClanahan Shively
Mark & Susan McConnell
William McDonald
Amanda & Patrick McKinney*
Marisela & Josue Mendez
Phil & Dixie Menke*
Nancy & Alan Meyer*+
Janece & Wayne Mollhoff*
Dan Morgan
Arland Mozer
Cheryl Mugno & William Trompeter
John & Pat Muntz
Doug Nopar
Ann Nore
Daniel Padilla*
Krista Peeks Dittman*+
Bill Pratt
Kim & Trevor Preston*
Karen Rathje
Beverly Rehm
Sandra Renner*
Catherine & Jamie Renshaw*
Marvin & Sheila Schmidt
Lucia Schulz*
Lynette Seigley
Ben & Marj Shomshor
Eve Ann Shwartz & Harmon Hoff
Richard & Diana Sloan
John Snyder
Deborah Solie*
Dave & Lindy Staub
Jim Steffen
Joe Stehlik
Paul & Mary Jo Swanson
T & M Inc.
Lee Tesdell+
Janice & Richard Tiggelaar
Sharon Tinker
Jeff Tracy
Anne Vidaver
Judy Vohland
Michael & Barbara Wahler

Scott Walters*
Wendy Wasserman
Dave & Deb Welsch
Roger Wess
Angela Winkler
John Woolsey
Edith & Robert Zahniser
1 Anonymous donor

$1 to $249

Paul Ackley
Cynthia Aguilar
Dr. Ahmad Al-Absy
Mary Allen
Valerie Ankeny*
Clinton & Cecilia Antholz
Beverly & David Armstrong
Kenneth Baer
Pam Baker
Mark & Melanie Bannister
Jim & Carol Barr
Leverne & Nancy Barrett+
John Barrier
Richard Baumert
Mel & Mary Ann Beckman
Neal Beets
Allan & Joan Benjamin
Thomas Bielen
Rhoda Bjelland
Laurine Blankenau*
Ross Blount
Patrick Bosold
Carol Bouska
Robert & Kate Brooke
Cheryl Brown
Tony & Patty Brown
Sara Brubacher
Lin Brummels
William Bryan
Marvin Bryant
John Buckstead & Pat Stolfa
Wayne Bueltel
Jean Burkhardt
Linda & Joe Butkus

Together, we advocate based on shared values. Thank you for taking action, answering our alerts, and 
contacting lawmakers locally and nationally. Let’s keep making our voices heard in 2026 and beyond!

—Continued on Page B3



In 2025, we worked one-on-one with 63 veterans in the third year of our farming workshop series. 
Thanks to you, we can connect veterans with peers and experts who specialize in resilient landscapes 
and accessing markets.

(*) indicates members of our Evergreen Society, who have committed to monthly or quarterly gifts.
(+) indicates matching donors, who provide special year-end gifts that inspire donors throughout our fundraising drives.

$1 to $249, continued

Janet Carlson
Jonah Carlson
Jerry & Karen Carolan
Central City Area Chamber of 

Commerce
Graham Christensen
Debra Christian
Nils Christoffersen
Elizabeth Clark
Erik Cleveland, Jr.
Kenneth Cookson
David Corbin
Dr. Ron Cox
Mary Anne Cunningham
Tricia & Brook Darnell*
Joan Davidson
Alex Delworth*
Tim & Angie Delworth
Jerry Depew & Dorothy Lamberti
Anne DeVries*
James Dickson
Jack Dill*
Terry Dittmer
Donna & Gus Dornbusch
Don Doumakes*
Roxanne & Mark Draper
Gayle Duda
Vickie Dunn
Margaret Dyson-Cobb*
Carroll Ebner
Jonathan Eckman*
Peggy & Ronald Egertsen
Chris & Carol Eisenbeis
Shannon Engberg
Carl & Debbie Engstrom
Mark Epp & Cathy Wismer-Epp
Mike Ewanciw
Hildy Feen
David Ferneau
Merlin & Marcia Fick
Rebecca Firestone
Aaron Fischbach
Julie Fischer
Linda Fitzgerald

Leonard & Sandy Fleischer
Jennifer Frank*
Susan Frembgen
Rita Friesen
Jerry & Kathleen Fullerton
Patricia Funk
Tom & Rebecca Furlong
Stephanie Furrer
Gene Gage
Kathy Gaines
John Geddie
Mark M. Giese
John Ray Gill
Gil & Ardyth Gillespie
Carol Glenister
Cindy & Dave Goeller
Peter Gradoni
Peter Mark Graff
Kevin Greenwood
Laurel Gress
LaVon & Craig Griffieon
David & Michelle Gundy
Mary Haas
Patricia Halbur
Jay Hall+
John Hannah
Pauline Hansen
Richard Hargesheimer
Lynn & Sharleen Harnisch
Phillip Harr
Ronald Harrell
Del Harsh
Jan Hayen
Linda Heil
Devon Heilman
Helene Hembreiker
Cynthia Hemingway
Robert Hitchcock
Casey Hoins
Heather & Jason Holcomb
Linus & Elaine Holthaus
Amy Hoover*
Chris & Mark Huston
John & Ellen Ikerd
Gregory & Anne Isaackson
Chuck Isenhart
Elizabeth Ivers

Meg Jackson*
Frank James
Katie Jantzen
Sam Jilka
Charlie & Bette Johnson
Duane Johnson
Betty & Raymond Johnston
LeRoy & Vicky Jons
Edward Kail
Barbara & James Kalbach
Jean & Gerald Karlen
William King
Theresa Klein
Rosalie Kleinschmidt
Julia Kleinschmit
John Kleinwachter
Frank Kloucek
William Knight & Carolyn A. Ristau
Heidi Kolbeck-Urlacher*
Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge
Leopold Kovar
David Kozlowski
Robert & Eleanor Kraenow
Donna Kruse
Randy & Pam Krzmarzick
Scott & Wendy Kubik
David Kunzweiler
Joni Kuzma
Evelyn Lange
Thomas Lansworth
Glenn Leach
Kim Lecher
Dick Leitschuck
Mary Laura Lesniak
Gary Lesoing
Jan Libbey & Tim Landgraf
Larry & Joanna Lindberg
Martha Lowe
Patricia MacRae & Timothy Rowan
Madison County Bank
Kimberly Mann
Paula Mares
Donald & Laurie Marsden
Meredith McCann*
Kevin McCarron
Steve & Lisa McConnell
Dennis McLaughlin
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$1 to $249, continued

Angela Medbery
Anita & Clint Menke
Grayce Mesner
Mark Metcalf & Patricia Vauck
Barbara Meyer
Robert & Suzanne Meyerson
Evalee Mickey
Ariel Miller
James Miller
Bob Moellenbeck
Jenifer Morrissey
Terry & Kim Mosel
Mark & Carol Moseman
Maxine Moul*
Michael Muller
Peg Munke
Mark Munson
Glen Murray
Wayne & Jo Ann Myers
Cary Nailling
Jeanette Nakada
Roger Napue
Dixie Nelson*
Tom & Ruth Neuberger
Dale & Sunny Nimrod
Neal Nollette
Phillip O’Brien
Roselyn & George O’Connell
Harold Olson
Adriana Orozco
Darrel Parish
Mary & Jerry Partridge
Patti Patrie
Emilee Pease & Tyler Pribbeno
David Peck
Charles & Nancy Peek
Jim Pelzer
Delayne Persson
Merlin Pfannkuch
Evey Phillips
Lydia Pintor
George Piper
Marilee Polacek
Frank & Deborah Popper

Thomas & Debra Posey
David & Gail Prestemon
Ron & Marilyn Prochaska
Kelsey Quiroz
B. W. Radtke
Peter Raun
Greg Reineke & Maxine Adelstein
Arlene Renshaw
Avis Renshaw
Leander & Mary Rerucha
Paul & Susan Rice
Charles Rhodes
Charles & Laureen Riedesel*
Mary Rogers
Patrick & Linda Rogers
Thomas Rolfes
Alan Rolston
Claudia Lanuza & Ricardo Rosas Ruiz
Ronald & Maria Rosmann
Jeremy Rounds
Susie & Ted Rudberg
Matthew Russell
Amy Sandeen
Jim & Rita Sanner
Laura Sayre
Don Schmaderer
Erin Schoenberg
Ben Schole
Lori Schrader*
Troy Schroeder
Mark & Susan Schulz
Diane Seaver*
Sister Claren Sellner
Dwight Sheets
Jim & Sara Shelton
Diana Sickles
Susan Skinner
Cynthia Skrukrud & Thomas Von 

Geldern
Connie & Bill Smith
Roxanne Smith
Mary & Richard Smythe*
Luther Snow
Lynnette Sowells
Kathie Sparks Thornblad
Ashley Sperling*
Dave & Mena Sprague

Jerome & Josette Stanley
Kathie Starkweather
Emma & George Steen
Bob & Lyda Steiert
Liz & Jake Stewart
Christine Stone
Ron Stone
Palma Strand
Andrew Strassman
Aubrey Streit Krug*
Ralph Surprenant
Jenna Sutterfield*
Carl & Nina Swanson
Nic Swiercek
Dan Taylor
Thomas Thelen
Margaret Thompson
Paul & Diane Thompson
Tom Tomas
Teresa Troxel
Carol Turek
Steve Turman & Maggie McQuown
Joe & Anita Twitchell
Elaine Uhlir
Howard Voelker
Ingolf Vogeler
Oren & Joyce Vogt
Peter Von Christierson
Christina von Roedern*
Ronald Vos
Dan Voss
Margaret Vrana
M. Judd Wagner
Rod Wagner
Thomas Wagoner
Donald Wall
Ellen Walsh-Rosmann & Daniel 

Rosmann
Angelyn Wang
Thomas Wellington
Betty Wells
Jack & Carol Werner
Norm & Susan West
Larry & Rebecca Williams
Nancy Williams
Norma & Jerry Wilson
Henry Winckler

(*) indicates members of our Evergreen Society, who have committed to monthly or quarterly gifts.
(+) indicates matching donors, who provide special year-end gifts that inspire donors throughout our fundraising drives.

Your support energized the Center as we brought forward legislation in Iowa and Nebraska to strengthen 
 local grocery stores and increase fresh food access.
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$1 to $249, continued

Mary Woolsey
Katy Wortel
Rebecca Wright
Richard Wynne & Catherine Sweeney
Bill & Dorothy Zales
James & Eileen Zentner
4 Anonymous donors

Institutional Funders
Institutional funders are government 
agencies, foundations, and other 
organizations that provide funding for 
specific initiatives​.

Association of Women’s Business 
Centers

Builders Vision Philanthropy
Carolyn Foundation
Clean Energy Districts of Iowa 
Clif Bar Family Foundation
Coalition for Green Capital
Energy Foundation
Esther A. & Joseph Klingenstein Fund
Farm Aid
Farm Credit Services of America
First National Bank of Omaha
From Now On Fund
Foundation for Sustainability and 

Innovation
Heising-Simons Foundation
Howard G. Buffett Foundation
Iowa Farmers Union
Lincoln Community Foundation
Lozier Foundation
Mazon: A Jewish Response to Hunger
Meshewa Farm Foundation+
MOSAIC, a project of the Tides Center
Multiplier, Connected Grid Initiative
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, Climate Program 
Office

Nebraska Children and Families 
Foundation

Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development, Business Innovation 
Act 

Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development, Qualified Census 
Tract Recovery Grant Program

Nebraska Department of Education
North Central Extension Risk 

Management Education
OCIA International
Opportunity Finance Network
PayPal
Platform for Agriculture and Climate 

Transformation
RE-AMP Network
Regenerative Agriculture Foundation
Sherwood Foundation
Stearns Bank
U.S. Small Business Administration, 

Office of Women’s Business 
Ownership

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Agricultural Marketing Services

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Farm 
Service Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food 
and Nutrition Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
National Institute of Food and 
Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Office of Partnerships and Public 
Engagement

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Risk 
Management Agency

U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural 
Development

U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Sustainable Agriculture Research 
and Education

U.S. Department of Energy
U.S. Department of Treasury, 

Community Development Financial 
Institution Fund

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Small Business Administration, 
Program for Investment in 
Microentrepreneurs

Walton Family Foundation
Weitz Family Foundation
William and Ruth Scott Family 

Foundation
Windward Fund

Capital Partners & Investors
Capital partners and investors 
provide capital to revolving loan funds 
operated by the Center for Rural 
Affairs and its subsidiary, Center for 
Rural Affairs Community Capital.​

First National Bank of Omaha
Lincoln Community Foundation, Alice 

Dittman Integrity Loan Fund
Nebraska Department of Economic 

Development, Business Innovation 
Act

Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development, Rural Workforce 
Housing Fund

Nebraska Department of Economic 
Development, Pandemic Relief 
Housing Program

Opportunity Finance Network
Peter Kiewit Foundation
Sherwood Foundation
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Rural 

Development
U.S. Department of Treasury, 

Community Development Financial 
Institutions Fund

U.S. Small Business Administration, 
Community Advantage Program

U.S. Small Business Administration, 
Microloan Program

William and Ruth Scott Family 
Foundation

Thank you, 2025 donors   |  Center for Rural Affairs   |   B5   

(*) indicates members of our Evergreen Society, who have committed to monthly or quarterly gifts.
(+) indicates matching donors, who provide special year-end gifts that inspire donors throughout our fundraising drives.

We developed the Conservation Mentorship Network and the Beginning Farmer Conservation Fellowship 
Program to share proven benefits of sustainable land management.



The Center has made loans totaling $11.3 million to small meat processors since 2023. Your continued 
support will help us deepen our lending services throughout the food chain.
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Across the U.S.
We couldn’t do this work without dedicated donors like you. In 2025, we received donations from supporters in 41 states 
and Washington, D.C.

Ready to make a gift? There are several different ways to 
give. Scan the QR code or get in touch with Erin to learn more: 
402.499.2781 or erins@cfra.org


